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Taken o n  M a r c h  1 4 ,  1 9 8 8
a t  2 6 2 1  D e x t e r
Denve r,  C o l o r a d o

•

INTERVIEW
OF

ALBERT NIEDERHUT

INTERVIEWERS: S T A N  ° L I N E R  a n d  L I N D A  KROUT
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NIEDERHUT I N T E RV I E W

MS. KROUT: - - a r e a  o r  t o  t h e - -

MR. NIEDEREUT: W e l l ,  h e  u s e d  t o  b e  a n  a r c h i t e c t

MS. K R O U T:  U h - h u m .

MR. NIEDERHUT: I n  Germany t o  l e a r n  a r c h i t e c t u r E

he d r e w  h o u s e s  a n d  s t u f f .  A n d  t h e n  h i m  and  m y  m o t h e r  g o t

m a r r i e d  i n  S a i n t  L o u i s ,  a n d  t h e n  t h e y  came o v e r  h e r e .  I t

him $ 7 5  t o  come o v e r  h e r e  o n  a  s a i l i n g  s h i p  f r o m  Germany.

MR. OLINER:  H o w  o l d  w a s  h e  t h e n  when h e  came o l ,

MR. NIEDERHUT: 1 6  I  t h i n k .  T h e  r e a s o n  h e  l e f t

he j u s t  s o r t  o f  f i g h t  i n  t h e  w a r  o v e r  t h e r e .

MR. ° L I N E R :  T h i s  w o u l d  b e  w h a t ?  T h e  German Pr t :

War?

MR. N I E D E R H U T:  I  g u e s s .

MR. ° L I N E R :  Y e a h ?

MR. NIEDERHUT: S o  t h a t ' s  w h a t  h e  d i d .  H e  came

h e r e .  T h e n  h e  w e n t  down - -  h e  g o t  a  j o b  down a t  t h e  e l e E

c o r r a l ,  s h o e i n g  h o r s e s .

MS. KROUT: H e r e  i n  Denve r?

MR. NIEDEREUT: Y e a h .  D o w n  o n  1 4 t h  a n d  B l a k e .

MR. ° L I N E R :  Y e a h .  D o  y o u  r e c a l l  w h a t  y e a r  h e  E

in  D e n v e r  t h e n ?

MR. NIEDERHUT: N o ,  I  d o n ' t  know when h e  g o t  h e ]

And t h e n  t h e y  s h o d  t h e  b e a  o r  h i r e  h o r s e s .  A n d  t h e n  h i m
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s t o r y  a t  o n e  t i m e .  I  d o n ' t  know whether  y o u  g o t  a  p i c t u r

t h a t  o r  n o t .

MS. KROUT: Y e a h ,  w e  d o .

MR. NIEDERHUT: T h e y  s t a r t e d  t h a t .  A n d  t h e n  my

he w e n t  - -  my dad  b o u g h t  my u n c l e  o u t .  M y  u n c l e  moved tiE

S a l i d a .  A n y w a y ,  t h e y  used  t o  shoe h o r s e s  down t h e r e  o n  2

and Wa l n u t .  A n d  a f t e r  t h e y  g o t  done shoe ing  h o r s e s ,  t h e r

s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  c a r r i a g e  b u s i n e s s .  A n d  t h e y  - -

they p a i n t e d  a  c a r r i a g e ,  t h e y  p u t  s i x  c o a t s  o f  p a i n t  o n

And t h e  who le  c a r r i a g e  would o n l y  s e l l  f o r  a b o u t  $ 1 2 5 ,  t l

whole b u g g y.

And t h e y  used t o  make t h e  w h e e l s .  A n d  w e  used t

t i r e s  o n  t h e s e  buggy w h e e l s .  W e  used t o  h a v e  a  t h i n g  dos,

there  t h a t  had  r u b b e r  t i r e s ,  y o u  know,  o n  t h e m .  A n d  t h e /

a c h a t t e l  o n  t h e  r i m ,  t h a t  was screwed o n  around t h e  r i m .

then t h i s  r u b b e r  h a d  t w o  h o l e s  i n  i t ,  t h i s  r u b b e r  t i r e .

There i s  w i r e s  - -  b r a s s  w i r e s  o r  b r a s s  w i r e s ,  wc

through them h o l e s ;  a n d  t h e n  t h e y  come u p  h e r e .  A n d  w e  1

machinery p u l l  t h a t  r u b b e r  b a c k ,  a n d  w e ' d  w e l d  t h e s e  - -

these t w o  w i r e s  t o g e t h e r .  A n d  t h e n  w e ' d  r e l e a s e  i t ,  a n d

rubber would come b a c k .  A n d  t h a t ' s  t h e  way t h e y  used t o

the r u b b e r  t i r e s  o n  t h e  - -  o n  t h e  buggy w h e e l s .

MR. ° L I N E R :  W e l l ,  i n  1 8 8 8 ,  w h i c h  i s  when t h e  f i

you k n o w .  d a t e s  t h e  f o u n d i n a  o f  - -  w h a t ?  I t  w a s  t h e n  c a :
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MR. NIEDERHUT: Y e a h .

MR. OLINER: A  c o u p l e  q u e s t i o n s .  W h o  was t h e

compet i t ion  t h e n ?  D i d  y o u r  f a t h e r  e v e r  t a l k  a b o u t  - -  bec

we l o o k e d  u p  i n  a  c i t y  d i r e c t o r y ,  a n d  t h e r e  c e r t a i n l y  apE

be o t h e r  p e o p l e  b u i l d i n g  c a r r i a g e s .

MR. NIEDERHUT: O h ,  t h e r e  was Weober and  t h e r e  To

I  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  w h a t  t h e y  was a n y  more .  T h e r e  was T i m t e

( P h o n e t i c ) .  T h a t  was l a t e r  o n .  I  d o n ' t  - -  I  c a n ' t  remen

MR. ° L I N E R :  A n d  t h e n - -

MR. NIEDERHUT: T h e r e  was q u i t e  a  f e w  o f  t h e m .

MR. ° L I N E R :  W h a t  t y p e  o f  c a r r i a g e s  was  h e  b u i l d

Was i t  p a s s e n g e r,  w a s  i t  f o r  f r e i g h t ?

MR. NIEDERHUT: N o ,  b u g g i e s .  D o c t o r ' s  b u g g i e s ,

( P h o n e t i c ) .  A n d  used  t o  make t h e s e  s l e d s  - -  w h a t  d o  you

those,  t h o s e  s l e d s  y o u  r i d e  i n ?  I  c a n ' t  t h i n k  o f  t h e  nan

them.

be.

MR. ° L I N E R :  U h - h u m .

MR. NIEDERHUT: M y  memory a i n ' t  a s  good a s  i t  uE

MR. ° L I N E R :  A g a i n ,  w a s  i t  a l l  - -  even  t h e n  was

custom o r d e r ?

MR. N I E D E R H U T:  Y e a h .

MR. ° L I N E R :  D o  you  t h i n k  t h a t ,  y o u  know - -  b e c i

one o f  t h e  books h e r e  i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  i s  t h e  p a t t e r n  bc
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would k i n d  o f  s k e t c h  o u t  w h a t  t h e  c u s t o m e r  w a n t e d ,  s o  y o u

l i t e r a l l y  t h a t ' s  w h a t  t h e y  w e r e  d o i n g  i n  1 8 8 8 ?

MR. NIEDERHUT: R i g h t .  W e  u s e d  t o  d o  m o s t  a l l

s t o c k y a r d s  w o r k .  W e ' d  make  t h e i r  h a y  wagons a n d  t h e i r  d u

t r u c k  l i k e  t h e  o n e  I  showed y o u .  T h e y  h a d  - -  t h e y ' d  g e t

wheels  - -  t h e y  w o u l d n ' t  g e t  t h e  w h e e l  - -  t h e y ' d  g e t  t h e  1

And t h e n  t h e y ' d  h a v e  t o  b u y  t h e  s p o k e s  a n d  t h e  r i m s .  Y o u

g e t  t h e  r i m s  f r o m  Moore  H a r d w a r e  Company.

Then w e ' d  h a v e  t o  p o u r  t h e  h o l e s  i n  t h e m .  A n d  1

the  s p o k e s ,  y o u  k n o w,  t h e y ' d  g o  h e r e .  B u t  we  h a d  t o  p u t

t h i n g  o n  l i k e  t h a t  s o  t h e y ' d  s i t  i n  t h a t  h o l e .  A n d  t h a t '

way we  u s e d  t o  make t h e  w h e e l s .

And t h e n  when  we  p u t  t h e  t i r e  o n ,  t h e  s t e e l  t i r E

had a  t h i n g  y o u  r o l l e d  t h e  t i r e  t h r o u g h .  Y o u  s t i c k  i t  i r

had t w o  h a n d l e s  o n  e a c h  s i d e .  A n d  i t  w o u l d  r o l e  i t  a r o u r

Then w e  h a d  a  g a s  - -  w h a t  d o  y o u  c a l l  i t ?  - -  n a t u r a l  g a s .

l a i d  t h e  r i m  o n  t h e r e .

F i r s t ,  y o u  p u t  i t  i n  t h e  f i r e ,  i n  t h e  b l a c k s m i t l

f o r g e .  T h e y  h a d  t h i s  r i m  t h i n g  t h a t  y o u  r u n  i t  a r o u n d  t l

see how  b i g  t h e  w h e e l  w a s ;  t h e n  y o u ' d  r u n  i t  a r o u n d  t h e

t i r e ,  a n d  y o u ' d  s t i c k  i t  i n  t h e  f i r e  a n d  w e l d  i t  t o g e t h e l

T h a t ' s  b e f o r e  t h e y  h a d  e l e c t r i c  w e l d i n g  a n d  a l l  t h a t .

You smash  i t  down t o  a  p o i n t ,  a n d  y o u ' d  p u t  a  1 :

nnwdpr n n  i t _  T h e n  y o u  n u t  t h P  o t h A r  s i d e  o n .  t h e n  y o u  1
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i t  u p  w i t h  t o n g s ,  t a k e  a  sledgehammer and d r i v e  i t  o n  t o

wheel - -  o n  t o  t h e  r i m .

t h e r e .  S o  t h a t ' s  t h e  way  t h e y  made t h e  w h e e l s .

MR. OLINER: D i d  y o u  make a n y  whee ls  - -  a g a i n  t l

were a l l  t o  o r d e r  f o r  t h e  s p e c i f i c  c a r r i a g e s ?

MR. NIBDEREUT: O h ,  n o .  T h e y  was j u s t  f o r  t h e  1

on was f o r  C e l l s p h o t o  C i r c u s .  I t  was o n e  i n c h  t h i c k  and

inches w i d e .

MR. ° L I N E R :  W h y  w a s - -

MR. NIEDERHUT: A n d  t h a t  was a  j o b .

MR. ° L I N E R :  W h a t  k i n d  o f  a  wagon was i t ?

MR. NIEeERBUT: O n e  o f  t h o s e  c i r c u s  wagons t h e y

l i k e  t h a t ,  s o  we w e n t  o v e r  t o  t h e  Un ion  P a c i f i c  R a i l r o a d

got  a  chunk o f  i t .  B u t ,  b o y ,  t h a t  r e a l l y  made y o u  s w e a t

know, y o u  h a v e  t o  g e t  t h e  end o f  i t  r e d  h o t .  T h e n  you  g i

swing w i t h  a  sledgehammer u n t i l  y o u  g e t  i t  down t o  a w e d

 point,  b o t h  s i d e s ,  b e f o r e  you  c o u l d  w e l d  i t  t o g e t h e r .

MR .  m e m - m  t o A _ A u m  s t a r t .  V U U  M U L J I M A  n n v

here t h a t  had g a s  j e t s  a round h e r e ,  f o u r  s i d e s .  W e ' d  g e t

t i r e  r e d  h o t .  T h e n  a f t e r  y o u  g o t  t h e  t i r e  r e d  h o t ,  y o u ' d

Then y o u  p u t  i t  i n  a  w a t e r  t r o u g h  and swing  i t  a

6 a n d  c o o l  i t  o f f ,  t h a t  would s h r i n k  t h e  t i r e s  and  t h e y ' d

we - -  l i k e  t h e  s t o c k y a r d  wagons.  T h e  b i g g e s t  t i r e  we evE

a l l  t h e  t i g e r s  i n .  W e  c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  a n y  s t e e l  i n  town  t i
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f a t h e r  p a s s e d  o n  t o  y o u .  H o w  l a r g e  a  c r e w  d i d  h e  a n d  y o u

u n c l e  h a v e  t h e n  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ?

MR. NIEDERHUT: W e l l ,  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  v e r y  m a n y.  U

was o n l y  f o u r  o r  f i v e  t h e n  i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s .

MR. OL INER:  W h a t  w o u l d  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  d o i n g ?  V

was g o i n g  o n  i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  s h o p ?  W a s  i t  w h a t  arc

I  w o u l d  c a l l  l i k e  a n  a s s e m b l y  l i n e  o r - -

MR. NIEDERHUT: N o ,  w e  d i d n ' t  make n o  a s s e m b l y

I t  was  j u s t  e a c h  f e l l a '  w a s  d o i n g  h i s  j o b  l i k e  t h e  p a l a t e

the  b l a c k s m i t h  a n d  t h e  w o o d w o r k e r.  T h a t  was  t h e  w a y  i t  u

r u n .  I  d o n ' t  remember  much  a b o u t  w a y  b a c k  t h e n .  I  d i d n '

s t a r t  down t h e r e  u n t i l  I  w a s  - -  1 9 2 8  i s  when  I  s t a r t e d  t i

MR. OLINER:  U t i l - h u m .  D i d  y o u r  f a t h e r  e v e r  s a y

a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  w o r k  t h a t  t h e y  d i d  d u r i n g  W o r l d  Wa r  I ?  D i

war c h a n g e  b u s i n e s s  a t  a l l ?

MR. NIEDERHUT: N o ,  n o t  t h a t  I  k n o w  o f .  I  d o n ' t

remember much  a b o u t  t h a t .

MR. OLINER:  W h a t  a b o u t  t h e  c h a n g e  f r o m  c a r r i a g e

a u t o m o b i l e s ?

MR. NIEDERHUT: I  w a s  o n l y  3  y e a r s  o l d  when  my  I:

went  t o  w a r .  S o  I  d o n ' t  remember  much o f  t h a t .  I  t h i n k

13 when h e  come home.  S o  w h a t  d i d  y o u  s a y ?

MR. ° L I N E R :  A b o u t  t h e  c h a n g e  f r o m  b u i l d i n g  c a n

t o  t h e  a u t o m o b i l e .  s a y ,  a t  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .  W h e r
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your f a t h e r - -

MR. NIEDERHUT: T h a t ' s  a b o u t  t h e  - -  I  b u i l t  t h e

wagon t h a t  we b u i l t  down t h e r e  I  t h i n k .  I  b u i l t  i t  f o r

Swanson; h e  was a n  a s h  h a u l e r .  A n d  t h e  wagon had c a u g h t

f i r e  f r o m  t h e  h o t  a s h e s .  A n d  I  had  t o  r e p a i r  t h e  wagon.

T h a t ' s  t h e  o n l y  wagon I  t h i n k  I  e v e r  worked o n .  T h a t  waE

1928.

MR. OLINER: A n d  y o u  g a v e  u s  o n e  p i c t u r e  h e r e  o f

one o f  t h e  b a k e r i e s  was s t i l l  u s i n g  a  horse -drawn c a r r i a g

Was i t  Home Bakery?

MS. KROUT: I  c a n ' t  remember.

MR. NIEDERHUT: O h ,  D e n v e r  Bread  Company.

MR. OLINER: W a s  i t  D e n v e r.  M a y b e  Denver  B r e a d .

MS. KROUT: Y e a h .

MR. NIEDERRUT: A n d  I  was s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  t h e y  we

s t i l l  u s i n g  h o r s e - d r a w n  c a r r i a g e s ,  y o u  know,  e v e n  i n  t h e

MR. N I E A R H U T:  T h a t  was - -  t h a t  e v e n t u a l l y  becc

Hostess B a k e r y.

MR. OLINER: U h - h u m .

MR. NIEDERHUT: B u t  t h e n  i t  was t h e  Denver  B r e a

They was down t h e r e  o n  - -  r i g h t  a c r o s s  f r o m  C h e r r y  Creek

on - -  I  c a n ' t  remember t h e  a d d r e s s ,  b u t  I  c o u l d  p r o b a b l y

over t h e r e .  A n d  I  remember t h e r e  was - -  when I  was a  k i e

used t o  b e  a  b r e w e r y  a c r o s s  t h e  t r a c k s  t h e r e  - -  down f r o r
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know what  become o f  t h a t .  B u t  t h i s  g u y  t h a t ' s  i n  - -  I  c a

th ink  o f  t h e  name o f  t h a t  p l a c e .  H e  g o t  f o u r  b o t t l e s  t h a

dug u p  o v e r  t h e r e .

But g e t t i n g  b a c k  t o  t h e  shop ,  d u r i n g  t h e  second

war we  b u i l t  1 2  o r  1 4  b o d i e s  f o r  t h e  a r s e n a l  o u t  h e r e ,  S t

bodies .  D i d  y o u  e v e r  b u i l d  a  s t a k e  body?

MR. ° L I N E R :  N o .  D e s c r i b e  i t  f o r  u s .  C a n  you

descr ibe  i t  f o r  u s ?

MR. NIEDERHUT: W e l l ,  f i r s t  y o u  g o t  t o  h a v e  2

s t r i n g e r s ,  1 2  f e e t  l o n g .  A  s t r i n g e r  i s  w h a t  s e t s  o n  t h e

There i s  a n  i n c h  and t h r e e - q u a r t e r  p i e c e  b y  f i v e ,  a n d  i t '

a t h r e e - q u a r t e r  p i e c e  b y  f i v e  y o u  n a i l  o n t o  i t  s o  i t  w i l l

the f r a m e .  T h e n  I  g o t  t o  h a v e  seven  c r o s s b a r s .

You p u t  t h e m  - -  you  p u t  t h e  h a l f  i n c h  b o l t s  t h r c

the c r o s s b a r s  and  s t r i n g e r s .  Y o u  c o u n t e r s i n k  t h e  b o t t o m

s t r i n g e r s  s o  t h e  bu lkhead  i s  f l u s h ,  s o  i t  d o n ' t  h i t  o n  t l

frame. T h e n  y o u  'put  t h e  n u t s  and  t h e  washers  o n  t o p .

Then you  c u t  o u t  - -  t h e n  y o u  g o t  t o  h a v e  t w o  s u t

two s i l l s  and  t w o  s u b s i l l s .  Y o u  p u t  t h e  s i l l s  o n  t h e  edc.

the c r o s s b a r s .  Y o u  h a v e  t o  c u t  i n t o  t h e  c r o s s b a r s  a b o u t

t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  o f  a n  i n c h ,  s o  when y o u  p u t  t h e  f l o o r  o n  i

i t ' s  e v e n  w i t h  t h e  s i l l s .

Then y o u  h a v e  t o  h a v e  a  s u b s i l l  u n d e r n e a t h .  Y o t

t w o  b o l t s  t h r o u a h  e a c h  c r o s s b a r .  t h r o u a h  t h e  s i l l s .  T h e :
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around t h e  s i l l s ,  a n d  y o u  p u t  a  i r o n  a r o u n d  t h e  s u b s i l l .

t h a t  when t h e  s t a k e s  g o  i n ,  t h e y  w o n ' t  f a l l .  T h e n  y o u  mz

MR. ° L I N E R :  W h a t  was  - -  y o u  w e r e  b u i l d i n g  i t  f c

Remmington A r m s  o u t  a t - -

MR. N I E D E R H U T:  Y e a h  - -  n o .

MR. M I N E R :  W h a t ' s  n o w  t h e  F i t n e s s  C e n t e r ?

MR. NIEDEREUT: N o .  A r s e n a l  o u t  t h e r e .

MR. OL INER:  O h ,  R o c k y  M o u n t a i n  A r s e n a l .

MR. NIEDEREUT: Y e a h .

MR. OLINER:  W h a t  w e r e  t h e y  u s i n g  i t  f o r ?

MR. NIEDERRUT: W e l l ,  I  d o n ' t  k n o w.  T h e y  w e r e  E

b o d i e s .  T h e y  w e r e  1 2  f e e t  l o n g  a n d  8  f e e t  w i d e .  A n d  h a t

equ ipment  a r o u n d  i n  t h e m  I  g u e s s .  I t  was  a l l  o a k ,  a n d  i t

an o a k  f l o o r  i n  i t .  T h e  f l o o r  h a d  t o  b e  s c r e w e d ,  t w o  s c i

each b o a r d .

MR. OLINER:  D o  y o u  r e c a l l  how  much y o u  c h a r g e d

i t ,  f o r  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e ?

MR. NIEDEREUT: Y e a h .  S o m e w h e r e s  a r o u n d  6 0 0  a n

s o m e t h i n g .  T h o s e  b i g  P e p s i - C o l a  b o d i e s .  P a l l e t  j o b s  t h (

now. O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e y  g e t  a  b u i l d  - -  E t h y  ( P h o n e t i c )  b u i ]

o u t  o f  K a n s a s  c i t y .  W h e n  w e  u s e d  t o  b u i l d  t h e m ,  w e  o n l y

$1200 f o r  e a c h  o n e  o f  t h e m .

MR. ° L I N E R :  Y o u  a r e  t a l k i n g  l i k e  - -  when? - -  e l

t he  6 0  - -  1 9 6 0 s  o r - -
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MR. O L I N E R :  F o r  $ 1 2 0 0 .

MR. N I E D E R H U T:  W e  b u i l t  a  s t a t i o n  w a g o n  f o r  s o n

f e l l a '  b y  t h e  n a m e  o f  Ema T a s h  ( P h o n e t i c )  i n  N e w  M e x i c o .

T h a t ' s  a l l  w o o d  s t a t i o n  w a g o n ,  h a d  r o l l - d o w n  w i n d o w s .  Y c

d o n ' t  s e e  t h o s e  a n y  m o r e  e i t h e r .

MS. K R O U T:  N o .

MR. ° L I N E R :  N o .  E s p e c i a l l y  a l l  wood?

MR. N I E D E R H U T:  N o .

MR. ° L I N E R :  C a n  w e  g o  b a c k  a n d  f i n d  o u t  a  l i t t l

a b o u t  y o u ?  Y o u  w e r e  b o r n  o u t  h e r e  i n  D e n v e r ?

MR. N I E D E R H U T:  I  t h i n k  I  w a s .

MR. O L I N E R :  A l l  r i g h t .  N o w ,  b e f o r e  y o u  w e n t  t c

w o r k - -

MR. N I E D E R B U T:  I  w a s  b o r n  o n  4 6 t h  a n d  Y o r k  i n  ]

MR. ° L I N E R :  O k a y .  S o  b e f o r e  y o u  - -  t h a t  means

went  t o  w o r k  w h e n  y o u  w e r e  1 8  y e a r s  o l d  i n s i d e ,  y o u  k n o w ,

f u l l - t i m e  i n s i d e  t h e - -

MR. N I E D E R H U T:  Y e a h .

MR. ° L I N E R :  - - f a m i l y  s h o p .  B u t  w h a t  a r e  y o u r

memories a s  y o u  w e r e  g r o w i n g  u p ,  j u s t  a  r e a l  y o u n g  k i d .

c e r t a i n  y o u  t a g g e d  a r o u n d  i n s i d e  t h e  s h o p .  W h a t  w a s  g o i r

t h e n ,  i n  s a y ,  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 2 0 s ?  A n y  m e m o r i e s  o f  t h a t ?

MR. N I E D E R B U T:  O h ,  y e a h .  W e  w a s  w o r k i n g  a l l  t l

t i m e .  n f  n n u i r e e .  W e  U S P a  t n  h u i l d  u a n  h n d i e s .  t o n .  W e
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s ides ,  t a k e  t h i s  g a l v a n e e l  ( s i c )  s h e e t  i r o n  t h a t  come i n

f o o t  and f o u r  f o o t  s h e e t s ,  t e n  f o o t  l o n g .  W e  used t o  ha%

n a i l  t h e m  on  - -  n a i l  t h e  s h e e t  i r o n  o n  t h e  c o v e r  o f  t h e

framework.

And t h e n  w e ' d  h a v e  t o  p u t  snap-on  mold ings  o v e r

n a i l s  s o  you  c o u l d n ' t  s e e  where  t h e  n a i l s  w a s .  T h e r e  waE

molding t h a t  you  n a i l  o n ,  a n d  t h e n  t h i s  o u t s i d e  c o v e r  wa.s,

round; a n d  y o u  j u s t  pop  i t  o n  w i t h  y o u r  h a n d .  T h a t  c o v e '

a l l  t h e  n a i l s .

We used  t o  b u i l d  b o d i e s  f o r  N a v i n  ( P h o n e t i c )  C a r

Company and M a t t o  ( P h o n e t i c )  F r u i t  Company and  Berg  ( P h o r

Donaldson &  T a y l o r ,  a n d  S e a t t l e  F i s h  and L .  Beam. W e  hae

meat - -  Garden Farm D a i r y .  T h e y  had i c e  cream t r u c k s ,  P c

Bear I c e  Cream. H i s  w i f e  l i v e s  u p  t h e r e  o n  2 5 t h  and K e a '

We used t o  s i t  f o r  h e r  somet imes.  K n o w  anybody t h a t  neee

house s i t t e r ?

MR. OLINER: I n  t h e  1 9 2 0 s  would t h e y  j u s t  work  c

u n i t  a t  a  t i m e ,  o r  was t h e  b u i l d i n g  l a r g e  enough t h a t ,  s a

they would b e  b u i l d i n g  t w o  o r  t h r e e  i n  v a r i o u s  s t a g e s ?

MR. N I E D E R B U T:  O h ,  y e a h .

MR. ° L I N E R :  I t  would b e  i n  v a r i o u s  s t a g e s ?

MR. NIEDERBUT: Y e a h .  W e  was - -  we b u i l t  a  mov:

for  Logan Moving a n d  S t o r a g e .  T h i s  was i n  1

bowl ina ,  a n d  somebody t o l d  me t h a t  t h e  P l a c e  was o n  f i r e .
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And i t  was q u i t e  a  f i r e .  I t  b u r n t  t h r o u g h  t h e  E

f l o o r  a n d  t h r o u g h  t h e  r o o f .  A n d  w e  j u s t  f i n i s h e d  t h i s  mc

van. I t  was a l l  r e a d y  t o  g o  o u t .  W e  had a  plywood t o p  c

and we had j u s t  covered  i t  w i t h  s t e e l  o v e r  t h e  p lywood.

a l l  t h e  plywood b u r n t  o f f  u n d e r n e a t h ,  s o  we had t o  b u i l t

a l l  o v e r  p r a c t i c a l l y .

MR. OLINER: H o w  much was d e s t r o y e d  i n  t h e  f i r e ?

MR. NIEDEREUT: J u s t  t h a t  moving t r u c k .  O f  cour

the b u i l d i n g  - -  most  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  T h e y  s a i d  i t  was e

$65,000 f i r e .  A n d  t h e  e l e v a t o r  - -  t h e y  had a n  e l e v a t o r  1

to p u l l  u p  w i t h  t h e  r o p e s  and  - -  where  t h e  - -  where  t h e  c

f i t  i n t o  t h e  c o u p l i n g s ,  a l l  t h e  l e d  m e l t e d  o u t  o f  i t .  T 1

e l e v a t o r  f e l l  down.  S o  t h e  c i t y  i n s p e c t o r  s a i d  w e  had t c

i t  - -  c l o s e  t h e  e l e v a t o r  i n  i f  we wanted t o  p u t  i t  u p  age

But we d e c i d e d  n o t  t o  h a v e  t h e  e l e v a t o r  a n y  more .

We l l ,  t h e y  used t o  b u i l d  t h e s e  wagons f o r  C i t y  I

And t h e y  f i n i s h e d  t h i s  o n e  wagon, a n d  t h e y  pushed i t  o n  i

f r o n t  e l e v a t o r .  S o m e b o d y  h a d n ' t  l o c k e d  t h e  b r a k e s ,  a n d  j

a l l  f i n i s h e d  r e a d y  t o  g o  o u t .  A n d  t h e  e l e v a t o r  s t a r t e d  i

down, a n d  t h e  wagon w e n t  down w i t h  t h e  e l e v a t o r ,  y o u  knob

the f r o n t  d o o r  happened t o  b e  open ,  a n d  t h e  wagon r o l l e d

the s t r e e t ,  t h e  e l e v a t o r  w e n t  back  u p ,  a n d  n e v e r  p u t  a  Sc

on t h e  wagon.

MR.  O LT N R R 2  C a n  I  a s k  a h o n t  t h e  f i r e  a a a i n .  W I
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MR. N I E D E R B U T:  I n  t h e  f a l l  I  t h i n k .

MR. ° L I N E R :  B e c a u s e  w e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  l o o k  u p  a t

i f  t h e r e  w e r e  a n y  n e w s p a p e r  a r t i c l e s ?

MR. N I E D E R H U T:  T h e r e  p r o b a b l y  i s .

MS. K R O U T:  H o w  l o n g  i t  d i d  i t  t a k e  b e f o r e  y o u  u

back i n t o  b u s i n e s s ?

MR. N I E D E R H U T:  O h ,  w e  k e p t  w o r k i n g  a l l  t h e  t i m e

t h e y  w a s  r e p a i r i n g  t h e  p l a c e .  W e  h a d  a l l  t h e  w i r i n g  p u t

f i r s t  s o  w e  c o u l d  k e e p  b u s y .

MS. K R O U T:  Y e a h ?

MR. N I E D E R H U T:  A n d  s o  w e  j u s t  k e p t  r i g h t  o n  w o /

MR. ° L I N E R :  W h i l e  y o u  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  s c h o o l  h e r e

D e n v e r ,  d i d  y o u  w o r k  p a r t  t i m e  t h e r e  a t  t h e  j o b ?

MR. N I E D E R H U T:  N o .  I  q u i t  s c h o o l .

MR. M I N E R :  O k a y .

MR. N I E D E R H U T:  N e v e r  w e n t  b a c k .

MR. ( ) L I A R :  Y e a h .  A n d  t h e n  w h e n  y o u  l e f t  s c h o c

went  i n  t o  w o r k  w i t h  t h e  f a m i l y ?  W h a t  w a s  - -  d i d  y o u  h a s

p a r t i c u l a r  j o b ,  o r  k i n d  o f  a l l  r o u n d - -

MR. N I E D E R H U T:  I  w a s  a  w o o d w o r k i n g .

MR. ° L I N E R :  O k a y .  N o w  t h i s  i s  i n  1 9 2 8 ?

MR. N I E D E R H U T:  Y e a h .

MR. ° L I N E R :  U h - h u m .

MR. N I E D E R H U T:  I  l i k e  t h e  w o o d w o r k i n a  p a r t .
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MR. N I E D E R H U T:  M y  f i r s t  p a y ?

MR. ° L I N E R :  Y e a h .

MR. N I E D E R H U T:  $ 2 5  a  w e e k .  I  w a s  m a r r i e d  a n d  t

what  I  - -  g o t  m a r r i e d  l a t e r  o n  - -  b u t  t h a t ' s  a l l  I  g o t ,  $

week .  I t  c o s t s  m e  $ 2 5  a  m o n t h  f o r  a n  a p a r t m e n t ;  I  h a d  a

basement  a p a r t m e n t .  T h e n  l a t e r  o n  I  g o t  $ 4 0  a  w e e k .  T h c

g o t  $ 5 0  a  w e e k .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I  g o t  a  w e e k  i s  $ 5 0  a  w e e k .

c o u r s e ,  i t  p a i d  a l l  m y  b i l l s  b e s i d e s  t h a t .

MR. O L I N E R :  U h - h u m .

MR. N I E D E R H U T:  S o  I  d i d n ' t  d o  t o o  b a d  I  g u e s s .

MR. O L I N E R :  W h e n  y o u  f i r s t  w e n t  t o  w o r k  t h e r e

1 9 2 8 ,  a g a i n ,  y o u r  f a t h e r  w a s  t h e r e ,  y o u r  u n c l e  w a s  t h e r e 7

MR. N I E D E R H U T:  N o .  N o .

MR. O L I N E R :  S o  h o w  much  o f  a  c r e w ,  a n d  w h o  w a s

MR. N I E D E R H U T:  H e  b o u g h t  o u t  - -  h e  b o u g h t  o u t  n

u n c l e .

MR. O L I N h R :  U h - h u m .

MR. N I E D E R H U T:  T h a t  p i c t u r e  w i t h  a l l  t h e  f e l l a E

i t ,  t h a t ' s  h o w  m a n y  w a s  t h e r e .

MR. ° L I N E R :  T h e  o n e  t h a t  y o u  p o i n t e d  o u t  t o  me

shows t h e  b l a c k s m i t h  s h o p  a n d  - -  w h e r e  t h e y ' r e  s t a n d i n g  (

f r o n t ?

MR. N I E D E R H U T:  Y e a h ,  s t a n d i n g  o u t  i n  f r o n t .  Y c

l iqpa f - r )  b u i l d  - -  v P a h  t h e r a  - -  t h i s  s k i n n y  a u v .  t h a t ' s  m t
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t h a t  photograph .  T h a t  would h a v e  been i n  t h e  l a t e  2 0 s  a r

e a r l y  3 0 s  who was w o r k i n g  - -  w h a t  t h e i r  j o b s  w e r e  i n s i d e 7

MR. NIEDERHUT: T h i s  i s  John  C a r l s o n .  H e  was t t

b lacksmith  - -  b l a c k s m i t h ' s  h e l p e r .  H e  worked t h e r e  - -  hs

t h e r e  u n t i l  we  c l o s e d  i n  ' 7 0 .  T h i s  i s  J o e  Thomas; h e  was

b lacksmi th .  H e ' s  g o t  t h e  l e a t h e r  a p r o n  o n .

And t h i s  i s  my f a t h e r .  H e  used t o  sharpen  plows

we used t o  s h a r p e n  p l o w s h a r e s .  A n d  W e s t i n  P a t e  ( P h o n e t i c

used t o  come around w i t h  t h e  who le  p i c k u p  l o a d  o f  p i c k s  z

these a i r  hammers, s h o v e l s .  W e  used t o  h a v e  t o  sharpen  z

them.

And t h i s  i s  M i k e  Madrey ( P h o n e t i c ) ;  h e  was a

woodworker. I  d o n ' t  remember t h i s  g u y ' s  name. T h i s  i s  V

Hockie ( P h o n e t i c ) ,  h e  was a  s i g n  p a i n t e r .

MR. OLINER: H u m .

MR. NIEDERHUT: H e  p a i n t e d  t h e  s i g n s  o n  t h e  t r u c

This i s  F r a n k  F e r i x  ( P h o n e t i c ) ;  h e ' s  a  p a i n t e r .  C a r l  Der

( P h o n e t i c ) ,  h e  was a  p a i n t e r .  A n d  t h a t ' s  my b r o t h e r  -

He's - -  h e ' s  gone  and  - -  t h i s  i s  I r a  Ca lahan ( P h o n e t i c ) ;

a b l a c k s m i t h .  A n d  t h i s  was H e n r y  H e i n e s  ( P h o n e t i c ) ,  h e  sf

woodworker. A n d  I  d o n ' t  remember who t h i s  f e l l a '  w a s .

This i s  o u r  c a r .  T h i s  i s  W i l l i s  K n i g h t  ( P h o n e t :

We had b u i l t  a  C a l i f o r n i a  t o p  o n  i t .  C a l i f o r n i a  t o p  had

241 h a r d t o p  h e r e  and i t  had  s l i d i n g  windows i n  i t .  S e e  v o u  c
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'1 A

Ar i zona .  W e  h i t  some sand a n d  t u r n e d  o v e r ,  a n d  t h e  t o p  I

o f f .  T h a t  was i n  1 9 2 7 .

MR. OLINER: U h - h u m .  K i n d  o f  d e s c r i b e  t h e

i n t e r i o r  - -  w e l l  f i r s t  o f  a l l  d i d  y o u  work  a n  e i g h t - h o u r

or was i t  a  l o n g e r  s h i f t ?

MR. NIEDERHUT: T h i s  was t h e  p a i n t  shop u p  h e r e

yeah, w e  worked e i g h t  h o u r s  a  d a y.

MR. OLINER: B u t  n o t  l o n g e r ?

MR. NIEDERHUT: T h i s  b u i l d i n g  i s  s e t t i n g  o n  b r i c

They a i n ' t  n o  f o u n d a t i o n  u n d e r  i t .  T h i s  b u i l d i n g ' s  g o t

foundat ion u n d e r  i t .  S o  we h a v e  a n  e a r t h q u a k e ,  t h i s  p a r .

f a l l  down f i r s t .

MR. OLINER: Y o u  s t a r t e d  t o  s a y  what? T h e  p a i n i

was l i k e  u p  o n  t h e  second f l o o r ?

MR. NIEDERHUT: Y e a h ,  u p  h e r e .  M o s t  a l l  o f  i t  I

p a i n t  shop u p  h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  d o o r  t h a t  t h e  wagon f l e i

o f .  T h e  e l e v a t o r . was u p  h e r e .  T h i s  i s  a  d a i r y  t r u c k .

i t ' s  g o t  s h e e t  i r o n  o n  i t .  T h e  d o o r s  w e r e  o n  r o l l e r s .

s l i d e  them s o  y o u  c a n  g e t  o u t  e a s y.

MR. OLINER: U h - h u m .  T h e y  used t o  s t e a l  t h e  vial

Halloween and  p u s h  them a l l  t h e  way down t o  C h e r r y  C r e e k

creek .  W e  used t o  h a v e  t o  g o  down t h e r e  and g e t  t h e m .

MR. ° L I N E R :  N o w ,  who - -  you  s a i d  w e  used t o  s t
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know.

MR. OLINER: O h ,  k i d s  used  t o  s t e a l  t h e m .

MS. KROUT: O h .

MR. NIEDERBUT: I  guess  i t  was t h e  k i d s .  I  d o n '

MR. OLINER: O h ,  m y.

MR. NIEDERHUT: T h i s  i s  t h e  b l a c k s m i t h  shop .  Y c

see t h a t ,  a l l  t h e  smoke.  T h i s  h e r e  was t h e  lumber  room.

ge t  a  - -  w e ' d  g e t  a  b o x c a r  o f  lumber  f r o m  I n d i a n a ,  a l l  oz

would h a v e  t o  u n l o a d  i t  a  p l a n k  a t  a  t i m e  and c a r r y  i t  i r

and s t i c k  i t  s o  i t  would d r y  o u t  e v e n .  A n d  g e t  o n e  o f  t i

two i n c h  p l a n k s ,  1 4  i n c h e s  w i d e  and 1 2  f e e t  l o n g  t h e s e  cz

some.

This was t h e  o f f i c e  h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  wood s h o t

the l a s t  d o o r  o v e r  h e r e  - -  t h e r e  i s  a  d o o r  h e r e  and t h a t

where t h e  e l e v a t o r  w a s .  A n d  t h e  l a s t  d o o r  was t h e  p a i n t

MS. KROUT: A b o u t  how many b o d i e s  would  y o u  make

year?

MR. NIEDERBUT: T h a t ' s  a  good q u e s t i o n .  I  n e v e l

counted t h e m .  W e  made a b o u t  1 7 0  f o r  P e p s i - C o l a .  I  remer

t h a t .  B u t  t h i s  was t h e  y a r d  o u t  h e r e ,  a  l o t ,  w e  k e p t  a  J

e x t r a  s t u f f  i n  l i k e  wagon p o l e s ,  s h a v e s ,  w h e e l s ,  a n d  a l l

s t u f f  o u t  t h e r e .

MR. ° L I N E R :  W h a t  a r e  y o u r  memories o f  t h e  b u s h

and t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  y e a r s .  D i d  b u s i n e s s  f a l l  w a y  o f f  o r  ]
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MR. NIEDERHUT: S u r e ,  w e  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  a  l o a n .  E

the banks would  g i v e  u s  a  l o a n .  S o  t h e y  t o o k  a l l  t h e  mon

had and  p a i d  t h e  wages w i t h .  B u t  we come o u t  o f  i t .  A f t

come o u t  o f  i t ,  b a n k s  wanted t o  l o a n  u s  money and w e  t o l d

go shove  i t .

MR. ° L I N E R :  U h - h u m .

MR. NIEDERHUT: D i d n ' t  need t h e m  a n y  more .

MR. ° L I N E R :  W h e n  d i d  i t  s t a r t  t o  p i c k  u p  a g a i n ?

MR. NIEDERHUT: O h ,  a b o u t  1

MR. OLINER: S o  who w e r e  some o f  y o u r  customers

did  s t i c k  w i t h  you  o r  s t i c k - -

MR. NIEDERHUT: A l l  o f  t h e  o l d  customers  s t u c k  u

U s .

MR. ° L I N E R :  Y o u  needed t h e  bank l o a n  f o r ,  l i k e ,

br ing  t h e  wood i n  f r o m  I n d i a n a ?

MR. N I E D E R H U T:  Y e a h .

MR. ( ) L I A R :  A n d  j u s t  y o u r  b a s i c - -

MR. NIEDERHUT: T o  p a y  o u r  b i l l s  w i t h ,  p a y  f o r  E

and a l l  t h a t  s t u f f .

MR. ° L I N E R :  W h e n  t h e  banks c l o s e d - -

MR. NIEDERHUT: D u r i n g  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  w e ' d  make

boxes, p o r c h  b o x e s ,  t h a t  you  p u t  s e t  t h e  m i l k  i n ,  y o u  knc

The S a l a t e x  ( P h o n e t i c )  b o x e s .

MR. ( M I N E R !  Y e s .
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go ing  o u t  a n d  s e l l i n g  t h e m  f o r  t h e  d a i r y  g u y s .

MR. OLINER:  S o  f o r  w h i c h  d a i r i e s ?

MR. NIEDERHUT: O h ,  C a m b r i d g e  D a i r y  a n d  B r o o k r i d

Farm D a i r y .  O h ,  w e  w e n t  a l l  o v e r  s e l l i n g  t h e m .  F r a n k s .

d o n ' t  remember  a n y  o t h e r s  a n y  m o r e .  B r o o k r i d g e  F a r m  used

o u t  t h e r e  o n  S o u t h  B r o a d w a y.  I t ' s  t h e  B r o o k r i d g e  S h o p p i r

Cen te r  n o w.  H e  h a d  a  b e a u t i f u l  d a i r y  o u t  t h e r e .

MS. KROUT: Y o u  made t r u c k s  f o r  F r a n k ,  d i d n ' t  arc

MR. NIEDERHUT: H u m ?

MR. ° L I N E R :  Y o u  made t r u c k s  f o r  F r a n k ' s  D a i r y ,

you?

MR. NIEDERRUT: O h ,  y e a h .  W e  made t r u c k s  f o r  We

Hardy ( P h o n e t i c ) .  I t ' s  s e t t i n g  - -  W a t t  s e t t i n  a u h  y e s

( P h o n e t i c ) .  M a d e  t r u c k s  f o r  Wigwam B r e a d .  T h a t  was  u p

Laramie  I  t h i n k ,  Wigwam B a k e r y.  A n d  l i t t l e  a f t e r  - -  a f t€

s t a r t e d  - -  q u i t  m a k i n g  wooden  b o d i e s ,  t h e n  we  s t a r t e d  i n

s t e e l  b o d i e s .  P e l D s i - C o l a  was  t h e  f i r s t  s t e e l  b o d i e s  w e  r

MR. OLINER:  W h a t  c a u s e d  t h e  e n d  o f  wood? W a s

cus tomer  a s k i n g  t h a t ,  o r  h i g h  c o s t  o f  wood? W h a t  made t l

change?

MR. NIEDERHUT: I  d o n ' t  k n o w.  T h e y  j u s t  d e c i d e d

t h e y  - -  e v e r y b o d y  e l s e  was  b u i l d i n g  s t e e l ,  s o  we  h a d  t o  c

i t  t o  s o r t  o f  s t a y  i n  b u s i n e s s .  T h e  t e l e p h o n e  c o m p a n i e s

b u i l d i n a  t h e i r  t r u c k s  o u t  o f  e x t r u d e d  a l u m i n u m .
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the o n l y  o n e  we b u i l t .  B u t  t h a t  d i d n ' t  work  o u t  t o o  good

because b e a t i n g  o n  t h e  r o a d  c r a c k e d  t h e  aluminum, s o  d i d n

work o u t  v e r y  good .  S o  t h e n  we d e c i d e d  t o  u s e  s t e e l .

MR. ° L I N E R :  I n  t h e  1 9 3 0 s  d i d  y o u  h a v e  a n y

compet i t ion?

MR. NIEDERBUT: O h ,  y e a h .  W h a t e v e r  Wees ( p h o n e t

Timte ( P h o n e t i c ) ,  a n d  - -  I  guess  t h e m ' s  t h e  o n l y  t w o  t h a t

had. W e o b e r .  W e o b e r  e v e n t u a l l y  t o o k  o v e r  P e p s i - C o l a ' s

business when we  q u i t .  W h e n  we q u i t  i t .  T h e r e  was o n l y

of  u s  l e f t  down t h e r e ,  s o  we c o u l d n ' t  - -  we d i d  b u i l t  1 0

fo r  t h e m ,  j u s t  t h e  t h r e e  o f  u s .

But we  used t o  b u i l d  t h o s e  pop r a c k s .  I t  w a s n ' t

(Phonet ic)  t r u c k s ,  i t  was p o p  r a c k s .  B u t  we had t o  d o  aJ

s t u f f  o u r s e l f .  W e  had a  b r a k e .  W e  had a  1 2  f o o t  b r a k e  d

there  - -  hand - -  b y  hand ,  y o u  know.  A n d  w e  had a  been  2 i

sheets f o r  t h e m .  W e  had  t o  p u t  t h e s e  l o u v e r s  o n  t h e m  abc

every 3  i n c h e s  a p a r t .  T o o k  u s  1 0  - -  n o  - -  1 5  m i n u t e s ,  t v

us, t o  bend o n e  s h e e t  b y  h a n d .

Everyth ing was  C h i n e s e  l a b o r  down t h e r e .  M y  b rc

always s a i d  C h i n e s e  methods.  T h e s e  b a l l  c o r n e r s  w e  p u t  c

these t r u c k s ,  o n  t h e  c o r n e r s ,  y o u  know,  t h e y ' r e  r o u n d .

to pound t h e m  o u t  w i t h  a  hammer. T h e y  had o n e  o f  t h e s e  (
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l i k e  t h a t .  A n d  t h e n  w e ' d  t a k e  a  p a i r  o f  v i s e  g r i p s  and  h

i t ,  a n d  t h e n  w e ' d  pound i t  w i t h  a  hammer u n t i l  i t  was n i c

smooth, n i c e  and r o u n d .  T h e n  w e ' d  w e l d  i t  o n  t h e  c o r n e r s

Then we made - -  made a  r o l l e r  down t h e r e  t h a t  we

r o l l  t h e  s i d e  - -  s i d e  o n e s .  H a d  t h r e e  b i g  r o l l e r s .  W e  g

these r o l l e r s  o u t  o f  a  lumber  t r u c k .  Y o u  know,  when t h e y

the l u m b e r,  t h e y ' v e  g o t  t h e s e  r o l l e r s  t h e r e .

So we g o t  t h e s e  r o l l e r s ,  a n d  w e ' d  p u t  one  h e r e  a

here and o n e  o v e r  h e r e ,  a n d  we  p u t  g e a r s  o n  i t .  W e  had t

i t  and make t h e s e  q u a r t e r s ,  t h e s e  round q u a r t e r s .  S o  we

to d o  a l l  t h a t .  C h i n e s e  methods.

MR. OLINER: B e f o r e  we l e a v e  t h e  1 9 3 0 s ,  t e l l  u s

the Hupmobi le  because t h a t  was o n e  o f  t h e  d e l i g h t f u l  p i c t

you g a v e  u s  i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n .  W a s  t h a t  j u s t  a  o n e - t i m e

where y o u - -

MR. NIEDERHUT: Y e a h .

MR. ° L I N E R :  W h o  was t h a t  f o r ;  d o  you  r e c a l l ?

MR. NIEDERHUT: D r .  Knoch .  H i s  w i f e  l i v e s  o v e r

on T h i r d  a n d  I d a  I  t h i n k .  H e  d i e d .

MR. ° L I N E R :  W h a t  a l l  d i d  y o u  d o  t o  t h a t  c a r ?

MR. NIEDERHUT: W e l l ,  i t  had  a  f o u r - d o o r  sedan  c

We t o o k  i t  o f f  and  made t h i s  body f o r  h i m .  S o m e b o d y ' s  gc

I ' l l  g i v e  you t h e  g u y ' s  name, a n d  y o u  c a n  c a l l .  A n d  h e ' J

vou a l l  a b o u t  i t .
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MR. NIEDERHUT: W e  made t h e s e  f e n d e r s  f o r  i t .  E

show i t  o n  t h e r e .  T h a t ' s  b e f o r e  t h e y  had t h e s e  round f e r

Just  a b o u t  l i k e  t h i s  a n d  we p u t  a  p i e c e  o n  t h e  i n s i d e  s o

could - -  t h e y  had  a  chrome - -  chrome motor  i n  i t .  A l l  c t

f i n i s h e d .  H e  was a  b i g  surgeon  h e r e  i n  t o w n .  H e  had  b a r

l i k e  a  ham. H e  d i e d .  H i s  w i f e  i s  s t i l l  l i v i n g .  S h e  g o t

ant ique  f u r n i t u r e  i n  h e r  house .  O l d  c h a i r s  a n d - -

MR. OLINER: H o w  d o  you  s p e l l  h i s  l a s t  name?

MR. NIEDEREUT: K - n - o - c - h .

MR. OLINER: O k a y .  A g a i n  was t h a t  t h e  1 9 3 0 s  whE

brought i n  t h a t  Hupmobile?

MR. NIEDERHUT: U h - h u m .  I ' l l  g e t  - -  I ' l l  g e t  ml

MR. ° L I N E R :  W e l l  - -  y e a h ,  w e  c a n  d o  t h a t  a t  thE

Couple more q u e s t i o n s .  T e l l  u s  a b o u t  - -  a g a i n  - -  w e ' r e  u

the s t a r t  o f  Wor ld  War  I I .  W h a t  changes came t o  t h e  conE

Did y o u  h a v e  t r o u b l e  g e t t i n g  p a r t s ,  l a b o r ?  W a r t i m e - -

MR. N I E A R B U T:  O h ,  n o .

MR. ° L I N E R :  - - r e s t r i c t i o n s ?

MR. NIEDERHUT: N o .  W e  was - -  we k e p t  g e t t i n g  t

b ids f r o m  t h e  government .  A n d  t h i s  a r s e n a l  d e a l  come t i l l

and my b r o t h e r  t o l d  t h e m ,  h e  s a y s ,  h e ' d  b u i l d  t h e m  f o r  t l

they k e e p  t h e  e a g e r  b e a v e r s  o f f  o f  h i s  n e c k .  S o - -

MR. OLINER: Y o u  mean l i k e  i n s p e c t o r s ?

MR. N I R D R R R T I T !  Y p a h .
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MR. NIEDERHUT: T h e y ' d  come around a n d  i n s p e c t

every th ing  a l l  t h e  t i m e .

MR. OLINER: S o  we b u i l t  1 2  b o d i e s  f o r  t h e m .  T t

never came a r o u n d .  A n d  a f t e r  t h e y  - -  a f t e r  we  d e l i v e r e d

never h e a r d  n o t h i n g .  S o  t h e y  must  h a v e  been  a l l  r i g h t .

to p u t  t h e  l i g h t s  o n  i t  and e v e r y t h i n g ,  y o u  know.

MR. ° L I N E R :  W h a t  were  some o f  t h e  o t h e r s  t h i n g E

b u i l t  d u r i n g  Wo r l d  Wa r  I I ?

MR. NIEDERHUT: W e l l ,  w e  b u i l t  a  motor  home f o r

couple .  N e v e r  b u i l t  o n e  o f  them b e f o r e .  T h e y  b o u g h t  t h i

and we p u t  t h e  cupboards and  t h e  t a b l e s ,  a n d  e v e r y t h i n g  c

ins ide  o f  i t .  A n d  t h a t  s t a t i o n  wagon I  was t e l l i n g  y o u  z

MR. ° L I N E R :  U h - h u m .

MR. NIEDERHUT: W e  a l s o  - -  we a l s o  p u t  a  t o p  o n

f o r  a  Model  F r u i t  ( P h o n e t i c )  g u y .  T h a t ' s  when t h e y  j u s t

canvas t h i n g s .  W e  p u t  a  m e t a l  - -  wood a n d  m e t a l  d o o r s  o r

With wind-down windows.  A n d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  w e  b u i l t  a  l o t  c

t r u c k s .  F o r  D u f f y ' s  a n d - -

MR. ° L I N E R :  N o w ,  t h a t  was a f t e r  t h e  w a r ,  w a s n ' t

MR. NIEDERHUT: Y e a h ,  I  g u e s s .  W e  d i d n ' t  d o  muc

government w o r k .  T h a t ' s  t h e  o n l y  government j o b  we  h a d .

MR. OLINER: S u r e .  T h e  a r s e n a l .

MR. NIEDERHUT: T o o  much paperwork .

MR. OLINER: D i d  v o u  h a v e  much t r o u b l e  c l e t t i n g
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MR. N I E D E R H U T:  N o .

MR. O L I N E R :  W h a t  a b o u t  g a s o l i n e  r a t i o n i n g ?

MR. N I E D E R H U T:  Y e a h .  W e l l ,  I  d i d n ' t  h a v e  m u c h

t r o u b l e .  T h e s e  f a r m e r s  would  g i v e  we t h e i r  stamps t h a t  t

d i d n ' t  u s e  much. I  h a d  t w o  5 5 - g a l l o n  b a r r e l s  o f  g a s o l i n E

the p a i n t  s h o p .  I  n e v e r  r u n  o u t  o f  g a s .  O f f  d u t y  o f f  r c

s t a f f .  T h i s  f r i e n d  o f  m i n e ,  D e a r s  Te l l a g e  ( P h o n e t i c )  S t z

on 4 6 t h  and Yo r k ,  h e  f u r n i s h e d  me w i t h  t h e  g a s .

No, w e  d i d n ' t  h a v e  n o  t r o u b l e  g e t t i n g  s t u f f .  T 1

b u i l d i n g  a  l i b e r t y  s h i p  down t h e  m i d d l e  o f  Wa l n u t  S t r e e t

cops and p i p e  and s t e e l  was o v e r  t h e r e  o n  a b o u t  3 3 r d - -

MR. ° L I N E R :  O h ,  r e a l l y ?

MR. NIEDERHUT: - - a n d  Wa l n u t .

MR. O L I N E R :  W h o  w a s - -

MR. NIEDERHUT: T h e y  p u t  o n e  t o g e t h e r  o u t  t h e r e

how i t  would l o o k .

MR. O L I A R :  W h o  was b u i l d i n g  t h a t ?

MR. NIEDERHUT: T h o m p s o n  P i p e  and S t e e l .

MR. ° L I N E R :  O k a y .

MR. NIEDERHUT: Y e a h .  T h e y  had  t h a t  b i g  l i b e r t 3

s i t t i n g  o u t  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  Wa l n u t  S t r e e t .  A n d  t h e  s t r c

used t o  b e  c o b b l e s t o n e  down t h e r e .  M e a d o w  Gold  D a i r y  h a

wagons. T h e y  g o t  wagons. T h e y  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  enough g a s  (

r i r A s  n r  A n v r h i n n .  R n  r h p v  h n n n h r  R n m A WA n n r i R
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Instead o f  t h e  wood l o n g w i s e ,  i t  was c r o s s  g r a d e s  s o  i t  u

wear b e t t e r ,  y o u  know.  P r e t t y  soon ,  g o i n g  o v e r  them

cobblestone s t r e e t s ,  t h e y  g o t  o b l o n g .  S o  t h e  wagons was

l i k e  - -  s o  t h e y  b r o u g h t  them down t h e r e .

And w e  had t o  g e t  them round a g a i n .  A n d  t h e n  WE

s t e e l  t i r e s  o n  t h e m .  B y  t h e  t i m e  we g o t  a l l  t h a t  done a r

was s a t i s f i e d ,  w h y ,  t h e  w a r  was o v e r .  T h e n  t h e y  g o t  r i d

wagon.

wagons?

MR. ° L I N E R :  B u t  you  a r e  s a y i n g  t h e s e  w e r e  horsE

MR. NIEDERHUT: Y e a h .

MR. ° L I N E R :  E v e n  d u r i n g  Wo r l d  War  - -  t h a t ' s

i n t e r e s t i n g  - -  d u r i n g  Wo r l d  War  I I .  I  n e v e r  h e a r d  t h a t .

MR. NIEDERHUT: W e l l ,  t h e y  w e n t  back  t o  i t .

MR. ° L I N E R :  U l l - h u m .  D u r i n g  t h e  w a r  d i d  t h e  bail

companies k e e p  coming t o  you  and  t h e  d a i r i e s ?

MR. NIEDtRBUT:  Y e a h .  T h e y  - -  t h e y  bought  some

s t a n d - d r i v e  t r u c k s  - -  n o  t h e y  b o u g h t  some - -  w h a t  a r e  thE

Model A  t r u c k s .  A n d  w e  had t o  c u t  t h e  f r ames  o n  t h e m  w i t

hacksaw b y  h a n d .  H a d  t o  c u t  i t  o n  t h i s  s i d e ,  c u t  a  p iecE

about t h i s  w i d e ,  a n d  o n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .

Then w e ' d  l o w e r  t h e  f r a m e  s o  t h e y  c o u l d  - -  we c i

them s t a n d - d r i v e s .  S o  t h e y  had - -  i n s t e a d  o f  c l i m b i n g  w i

24,  h e r e .  t h e y  l u s t  s t e o  r i a h t  i n  i t .  A n d  somebody a o t  a f t e l
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out o f  i t .  I  d o n ' t  remember how.  B u t - -

MR. ° L I N E R :  W h e r e  d i d  y o u  b u y  y o u r  c h a s s i s  f r o n

MR. NIEDERHUT: W e  d i d n ' t  b y  t h e m .  T h e y  f u r n i s t

them.

MR. OLINER: S o  i n  o t h e r  words ,  t h e  customer  wa2

expected t o  f u r n i s h  i t ?

MR. NIEDERHUT: O h ,  y e a h .  N o ,  a l l  we d i d  was bu

the body o n  i t .

MR. OLINER: S o  t h e  c h a s s i s  was d e l i v e r e d  t o  you

then you  t o o k  o v e r  f r o m  t h e r e ?

MR. NIEDERHUT: Y e a h .  T h e r e  w a s n ' t  - -  a l l  i t  wa

was t h e  dashboard ,  t h e  m o t o r,  a n d  t h e  f r a m e ,  a n d  t h e  wheE

T h a t ' s  t h e  way w e ' d  g e t  t h e m .  H e n r y  B u l l o f f  ( P h o n e t i c )  sl

to b u i l d  a  c a b  and  a  s t a k e  body  a l l  o n  t h e i r s .

MR. OLINER: W o u l d  t h o s e  c h a s s i s  a r r i v e  o n  t h e  t

or how would t h e y  b e  d e l i v e r e d  t o  you?

MR. N I E A R H U T:  N o .  W e ' d  F o r d  d e a l e r  would  d e l i

them. I  d o n ' t  know how h e  g o t  t h e m .  B u t  P e p s i - C o l a ' s ,  t

got t h e i r s  f r o m  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  H a r v e s t e r .  O l d  J i m  Goodins

had - -  h e  was l e a s i n g  h i s  t r u c k s .  I  f o r g e t  t h e  g u y ' s  nan

Anyway, t h e  g u y  was g o i n g  t o  r a i s e  t h e  l e a s e  o n  h i m .

So h e  wanted t o  know i f  we c o u l d  b u i l d  h i m  1 5  t i

in a  c e r t a i n  l e n g t h  o f  t i m e .  S o  we  t o l d  h i m ,  y e a h ,  I  t h c

wP o o n l d .  S o  h p  b o n o h t  1 9  o h a s s i R _  a n d  w p  w o r k p d  n i n h t  ;
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guy coming a round  t o  r a i s e  t h e  f r a n c h i s e ,  a n d  h e  t o l d  t h e

where h e  c o u l d  p u t  t h e  t r u c k s .

MR. ° L I N E R :  S u r e .

MR. NIEDERHUT: A n d  h e  was s t u c k  w i t h  t h e  t r u c k s

MR. ° L I N E R :  H o w  l o n g  would  o n e  o f  t h o s e  P e p s i  t

l a s t ?

MR. NIEDERHUT: O h ,  I  s e e  them runn ing  a round  y e

I t ' s  a l l  s t e e l .

MR. ° L I N E R :  S o  i t  w a s n ' t  a  m a t t e r  t h a t  l i k e  a f t

th ree  o r  f o u r  y e a r s  t h e y  came back  t o  you  w i t h  a n o t h e r  ox

MR. NIEDERHUT: N o .  W e  j u s t  k e e p  b u i l d i n g  more .

b u i l t  - -  we b u i l t  them f o r  J o e  Asheoto  ( P h o n e t i c )  down i r

Pueblo,  a n d  b u i l t  them f o r  P e p s i - C o l a  h e r e .  W e  n e v e r  d i d

anything f o r  C o k e .  W e  b u i l t  a  l o t  - -  we b u i l t  them f o r

D u f f y ' s .  W e  b u i l t  them f o r  g u y  u p  i n  B o u l d e r .  H e  had a

We b u i l t  them f o r  h i m .

We b u i l t  f i s h  t r u c k s  f o r  S t a t e  Game and F i s h .

they come o u t  w i t h  j u s t  a  s t e e l  t a n k  o n  i t  w i t h  a  motor  c

s i d e ,  y o u  know.  A e r a t e d .  T h e y  had t h e s e  b i g  c a r b o n  r o l J

the b o t t o m  o f  t h e  t a n k .  T h e s e  motors  - -  t h e s e  s u p p l y  t h c

oxygen. T h e y  g o  t h r o u g h  t h e s e  r o l l e r s .  T h e  r o l l e r s  w e n

what d o  you  c a l l  i t ?  - -  P o r o u s .

The motors  d i d n ' t  h a v e  a n y t h i n g  t o . d o  w i t h  t h a t '

oxvaen w e n t  t h r o u a h  t h e s e  r o l l e r s .  F i s h  h a v e  t o  h a v e  coo
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l o t  o f  h o l e s  i n  i t .  T h e s e  motors  k e p t  t h e  w a t e r  c i r c u l a t

a l l  t h e  t i m e  w h i l e  t h e y  w e r e  d r i v i n g  down t h e  r o a d .  S o  t

the s t a t e  game and  f i s h .

We b u i l t  a  l o t  o f  t r u c k s  f o r  t h e m .  T h e n  a f t e r  a

they come o u t  and t h e y  wanted i t  i n s u l a t e d .  S o  we had t c

two i n c h e s  o f  S t y r o f o a m  i n  them and t h e n  covered  i t  w i t h

i ron  o n  t h e  o u t s i d e .  A n d  w e  had t o  make l i d s  f o r  t h e  t o

made them o u t  o f  a luminum and S t y r o f o a m  covered  w i t h  a l u n

so t h e  f i s h  c o u l d  k e e p  c o o l .

F i r s t  t h e y  had  - -  j u s t  had a  t w o - i n c h  v a l v e  i n  t

back. T h e y  used  t o  d i p  them o u t .  T h e n  we p u t  a  s i x - i n c t

there  - -  and i t  - -  j u s t  p u t  a  hose  o n  i t  and  t h r e w  i t  i n

creek a n d  l e t  t h e  f i s h  f l y - -

(Second s i d e  o f  t h e  t a p e . )

But i t  was t h e  l a t e  6 0 s  i t  k i n d  o f  s lowed down.

d i d n ' t  h a v e  much t o  d o .  W e  d i d n ' t  b u i l d  a n y  more b o d i e s

We j u s t  r e p a i r e d .  P e p s i - C o l a  would b r i n g  t h e i r  t r u c k s  ON

bent  f e n d e r ,  o r  r e p a i r s  o n  i t ,  y o u  know.

MR. O L I N E R :  U h

MR. N I E D E R H U T:  T h a t ' s  a b o u t  a l l  w e  d i d .

MR. ° L I N E R :  T h e n  b y  t h e  1 9 6 0 s  how l a r g e  a  c r e w

you have?

MR. NIEDERHUT: J u s t  t h r e e  o f  u s .

MS. K R O U T:  T h o s e  w e r e  y o u r  b r o t h e r s ?
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showed t h a t  had  j u s t  t h r e e  o f  u s .

MR. ° L I N E R :  O h - h u m .

MR. NIEDERHUT: S o  f i n a l l y  O l d  J o h n ,  h e  r e t i r e d .

then t h e r e  was t w o  o f  u s .

MR. M I N E R :  R i g h t .

MR. NIEDERHUT: M y  b r o t h e r  g o t  s i c k ,  a n d  s o  h e

g ive  i t  u p .  S o  t h a t  t o o k  c a r e  o f  i t .  1 9 7 0  we was t h r o u s

MR. M I N E R :  W h a t  would y o u  s a y  y o u r  f e e l i n g s  we

t h a t  l a s t  week? I  mean was i t  r e a l  sadness a f t e r  a l l  t h c

years?

MR. NIEDERHUT: O h ,  y e a h .  I  w e n t  down t h e r e  - -

- -  I  w e n t  down t h e r e  f o r  a b o u t  t h r e e  weeks a f t e r w a r d .  G c

Brothers  b o u g h t  i t .  A n d  t h e y  had a  b u r g l a r  a l a r m  p u t  o n

And t h e y  g a v e  me a  b u r g l a r  a l a r m  c a r d  s o  I  c o u l d  g e t  i n  t

you know,  w i t h o u t  - -  my b r o t h e r  f o r g o t  t o  c a l l  t h e m ,  a n d

come r u n n i n g  i n  t h e r e  w i t h  t h e i r  s i x - g u n .

But I  used  t o  g o  down t h e r e  and - -  o h  - -  I  brouc

l o t  o f  s t u f f  home, a n d  w e  s o l d  a  l o t  o f  s t u f f  b e f o r e  we J

them have  i t .  A n d  - -  i t  t o o k  me a  l o n g  w h i l e  t o  g e t  o v e l

about t h r e e  o r  f o u r  weeks .  B u t  t h e n  Goldberg  was g o i n g  1

i t  f o r  a  warehouse.  H e  wanted t o  s t o r e  a  l o t  o f  f i l m  a n

in t h e r e .  S o  I  h e l p e d  h i m  o u t .  I  t o r e  a l l  t h e  machiner3

and c l e a n e d  i t  u p  f o r  h i m .

MR. M I N E R :  U h - h u m .
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w h i l e .  O f  c o u r s e ,  G o l d b e r g  a i n ' t  t h e r e  a n y  more e i t h e r .

Norman, h e ' s  work ing  o v e r  t h e r e  o n  - -  b y  t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e

s e l l i n g  h y d r a u l i c s  o r  something now.  T h i s  f i l m  company t

out Goldbergs  and  - -  s o  t h e y  q u i t  bus iness  t o o .

MR. ° L I N E R :  I n  t h e  1 9 6 5  f i r e  w e r e  most  o f  t h e  x

t h a t  a r e n ' t  h e r e  t h a t  you  g a v e  u s  - -  w e r e  t h e y  l o s t  i n  t l

f i r e ?

MR. NIEDERBUT: O h - h u m .

MR. ° L I N E R :  B e c a u s e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  y o u  know,  a s

pointed o u t  t o  me t h e  l a s t  t i m e  t h e s e  w e r e  b lackened  bece

they w e r e  saved f r o m  t h e  f i r e  o r  t h e  w a t e r  damage?

MR. NIEDERBOT: T h a t ' s  a l l  I  g o t .  I  d i d n ' t  have

u n t i l  my b r o t h e r  d i e d .  M y  nephew - -  i t ' s  h i s  s o n  - -  h e  h

them up  h e r e  because  h e  t o o k  a l l  t h e  books and  s t u f f  home

MS. KROUT: I s  h e  t h e  o n e  t h a t  who k e p t  t h e  book

MR. NIEDERHOT: Y e a h .

MR. O L I * R :  W r o t e  i n  them?

MR. NIEDERHUT: Y e a h .  I  n e v e r  c o u l d  w r i t e .  S o

kept  t h e  books .

MR. ° L I N E R :  D i d  y o u r  mother  e v e r  g e t  i n v o l v e d

business?

MR. NIEDERHOT: M y  mother?

MS. KROOT: Y e a h .

MR.  N T R O R R R T I T !  F o r - o p t  i t .  A h p  w o u l d n ' t  P I7Pr i  O f
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MR. ° L I N E R :  W o u l d  y o u  d o  u s  a  f a v o r  and  d e s c r i t

f a t h e r  f o r  u s .  F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  how t a l l  was he?  H o w  t a l l

person.

MR. NIEDERHUT: O h ,  h e  was s h o r t e r  t h a n  me.  H e

and my b r o t h e r  Ed  was a b o u t  t h e  same h e i g h t .

MR. ° L I N E R :  S o  l i k e  l e s s  t h a n  6  f e e t  o r - -

MR. NIEDERHUT: O h ,  y e a h .

MR. ° L I N E R :  U h - h u m .  L i k e  v e r y  v e r y  s h o r t  o r - -

MR. NIEDERHUT: N o .  H e ' s  a b o u t  5  f o o t  - -  5  f o o t

8.

got mad.

happen?

MR. ° L I N E R :  U h - h u m .  W h a t  was h i s  temperament  J

MR. NIEDERHUT: O h ,  h e  was v e r y  n i c e .  E x c e p t  w l

MR. ° L I N E R :  A n d  t h e n  w h a t  happened? T h e n  w h a t

MR. NIEDERHUT: T h e n  t h e  f u r  would  f l y .  Y e a h .

only g o t  mad a t  d e  o n c e .  I  was work ing  o n  t h e  m i l k  boxeE

know. I  had  t h e s e  l i t t l e  - -  l i t t l e  h i n g e s ,  i s  o n l y  about

square.  A n d  I ' d  h a v e  t o  r u n  them a c r o s s  t h e  r i p s a w  and c

groove i n  i t .  ( I n a u d i b l e )  Y o u  know,  I  was a f r a i d  I ' d  g e l

f i n g e r s  c u t  o f f  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  B u t  I  t o l d  h i m  I  w a s n ' t  gc

do i t  a n y  more ,  a n d  h e  g o t  mad.

So t h e n  I  g o t  a  l o n g  s t i c k ,  a n d  I  made a  t h i n g  i

fo lds  o n  t h e  o u i d e ,  v o u  know.  a n d  I  p u t  n o t c h e s  i n  i t .  2
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through.  A n d  t h e n  s l i d e  i t  o v e r  and  r u n  t h e  n e x t  t h r o u g t

the who le  s t i c k ,  y o u  know,  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e s e  l i t t l e  p i e c e s

So I  was  l u c k y  I  g o t  a l l  my f i n g e r s  y e t .  M y  b r c

Ed, h e  l o s t  t w o  f i n g e r s  i n  t h e  j o i n t e r  w i t h  a  l i t t l e  p i e c

wood.

MR. OLINER: U h - h u m .

MR. NIEDEREUT: L o s t  t h i s  f i r s t  j o i n t  h e r e  and t

a t h i n g  h e r e  t h a t  h e  shaved o f f  l i k e  t h i s  o n e .  B u t  we wa

l u c k y.  J o h n ,  h e  c u t  f o u r  f i n g e r s  o f f  o n  t h e  r i p s a w.  R i g

across h e r e .  H e  s a y s  - -  h e  s a y s ,  I  w o u l d n ' t  h a v e  my f i n s

back.  H e  g o t  a l o n g  f i n e  t h a t  w a y.

And t h e n  t h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  g u y  down t h e r e ,  h e  c u t

f i n g e r  o f f .  H e  w e n t  o v e r  t o  my b r o t h e r ,  h e  s a i d ,  J o h n ,

what I  d i d .  A n d  my b r o t h e r  s a y s ,  I ' l l  t a k e  you  t o  t h e  dc

No, h e  s a y s ,  w h a t ' s  a  d o c t o r  know.  A n d  h e  w e n t  o v e r  t o  t

g lue  p o t .  I t  had  h o t  g l u e .  A n d  h e  t o o k  t h e  b r u s h  and hE

i t  o n  t h e  stumps 'and h e  p i c k e d  t h e  d i r t y  r a g  o f f  t h e  f l o c

wrapped i t  a round i t ,  y o u  know.  H e  n e v e r  d i d  g o  t o  t h e  e

and t h e y  h e a l e d  u p  b e a u t i f u l l y .

MR. OLINER: Y o u  know w h a t  would happen t o d a y ?

MR. NIBDERHUT: I t  was a  t o u g h  Dutch  i n  them da3

MR. ° L I N E R :  B o y ,  i t  s u r e  sounds l i k e  i t .  B e c a t

know w h a t  would  happen t o d a y  w i t h  t h e  government i n s p e c t (

a l l  o f  t h a t  o n  a n y  i n i u r v ?
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MR. O L I N E R :  O h ,  m y .

MR. NIEDERHUT: M y  b r o t h e r  h e  was - -  we used t o

wrecks, y o u  know,  f i x  c a r s .  A n d  my b r o t h e r ,  h e  had t h i s

on, a n d  t w o  s t u d s  i n  i t .  S o  h e  t o o k  t h i s  s t u d  o u t ,  a n d  1

the bumper l i k e  t h i s ,  s e e .  A n d  h e  was work ing  o n  t h e  f e r

and t h a t  bumper come down l i k e  a  pendulum, y o u  know,  a n d

him on  t h e  b e a n .

And t h e  bumper g u a r d  come r i g h t  down t h e r e  a l o n s

his  e a r .  A n d  h e  was l a y i n g  o u t  t h e r e  o n  t h e  s i d e w a l k .

said - -  I  s a y s ,  A r e  y o u  d r u n k  a g a i n ?  H e  used t o  g e t  d r u r

the t i m e .  T h e n  I  s e e n  t h e  b l o o d .  T h i s  l a d y  - -  t h i s  g a l

surrounded h i m .  S o  I  t o o k  h i m  t o  t h e  d o c t o r  a n d  t h e y  sm.

up. B o y ,  t h a t  bumper t h i n g ,  i t  h i t  h i m  r i g h t  i n  h i s  b e a r

MR. OLINER: O v e r  a l l  t h o s e  y e a r s  d i d  y o u  e v e r  I

any f e m a l e  workers?

MR. NIEDERHUT: N o .  M y  n i e c e  d i d  a  l i t t l e  o f f i c

work.

MR. ° L I N E R :  U h - h u m .

MR. NIEDERHUT: B u t  t h a t ' s  a l l .

MR. ° L I N E R :  U h - h u m .

MR. NIEDERHUT: S h e ' s  o n l y  down t h e r e  once  i n  a

No women a l l o w e d .  A n d  s e e  w h a t  e l s e ?  O h ,  I  g o t  - -  my I I (

must b e  h a r d  because  t h o s e  c lamps would f a l l  o f f  o f  them

t h e r e  o n  t h e m  1 2  f o o t  h i a h  b o d i e s .  E v e r y  once  i n  a  w h i l i
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MR. O L I N E R :  T h e r e  i s  o n e - -

MR. N I E D E R H U T:  T h e  p o r t - a - p o w e r  j a c k ,  y o u  k n o w ,

you p u m p ,  t h e y  c o m e  o u t  l i k e  t h a t ,  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t w o  b i g

a p a r t .  A n d  I  w a s  s i t t i n g  t h e r e  p u m p i n g  a w a y ,  a n d  t h a t  j a

j a c k k n i f e  h i t  m e  r i g h t  h e r e .  I  d i d n ' t  e v e n  g e t  a  h e a d a c t

o f  i t .  D i d n ' t  e v e n  c u t  m y  s k i n  o r  n o t h i n g .  I ' m  a  h a r d h a

Dutchman m y  w i f e  s a y s .

MR. ° L I N E R :  N o w ,  t h i s  o n e  p i c t u r e  h e r e  i n  t h e  t

a h e a r s e  p a r k e d  o u t  i n  t h e  g r a v e y a r d  a n d ,  y o u  k n o w ,  I  w a r

ask y o u  a b o u t  t h a t .  W a s  t h a t  j u s t  k i n d  o f  a  o n e - t i m e  t h i

MR. N I E D E R H U T:  N o .  B u i l t  a  p o l i c e  p a t r o l  t o o  c

A B l a c k  M a r i a h .  T h e y  c a l l e d  i t  t h e  B l a c k  M a r i a b .

MR. O L I N E R :  W h o  w a s  t h a t  f o r ?

MR. N I E D E R H U T:  T h e  D e n v e r  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t .

MR. O L I N E R :  D e n v e r  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t ?

MR. N I E D E R H U T:  Y e a h .

MR. O L I N t R :  Y e a h ?

MR. N I E D E R H U T:  W e  u s e d  t o  r e p a i r  t h e i r  p o l i c e  c

t o o .  U n t i l  t h e y  w a n t e d  a  c u t ,  a n d  t h e n  w e  w o u l d n ' t  d o  i t

more.  G e t  e n o u g h  o u t  o f  i t  o u r s e l f  w i t h o u t  g i v i n g  t h e m  z

MR. O L I N E R :  T e l l  u s  a b o u t  t h i s  o n e  b e c a u s e  i t ' s

d e l i g h t f u l  w h e r e  S t e r n s  c o w  w a s  o n  t h e  b a c k ?

MR. N I E D E R H U T:  O h ,  y e a h .

MR. M I N E R :  I  m e a n  t h a t  w a s - -
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Yeah, w e  c u t  t h i s  o u t  o f  p lywood,  t h e  h e a d .  T h i s  p a r t  he

But t h i s  was p a r t  o f  t h e  b o d y.  T h e  p a i n t e r  p a i n t e d  i t  on

t h e r e .

MR. OLINER: Y o u  t h i n k  a n y  o f  t h o s e  h a v e  s u r v i v e

MR. NIEDERHUT: N o .  S t e r n s  D a i r y  i s  l o n g  g o n e .

door s l i d  b a c k  h e r e ,  t o o .  I t  was more o f  a  n o v e l t y

adver t isement .  W e  used t o  - -  B l a n e y  ( P h o n e t i c )  a n d  Murpt

packing h o u s e ,  t h e y  bought  t h r e e  l i t t l e  C r o s l e y s  automobi

Ever h e a r  o f  them? T h e y ' r e  r e a l  t i n y ,  y o u  know.  O n l y  s i

about t h i s  h i g h .  T h e y  b r o u g h t  3  o f  them u p .

We had t o  c u t  windows i n  t h e m ,  o n  t h e  s i d e  o f  t t

t h e r e .  A n d  t h e n  t h e y  d i s p l a y e d  t h e i r  hams and sausages

t h e r e ,  a n d  t h e y ' d  d r i v e  around t o w n .

Then we used  t o  make i c e  c ream - -  t h e s e  i c e  c r e z

th ings o n  t w o  whee ls  t h a t  t h e y  push around t h e  s t r e e t  f o x

Fairmont ( P h o n e t i c )  F o o d s .  H a d  t o  i n s u l a t e  them and - -  t

kept  d r y  i c e  i n  t h e m .  A n d  t h e y  pushed t h e m  t h i n g s  aroune

s t r e e t s  i n  D e n v e r.  T h e y  used  t h e s e  - -  t h e s e  o l d  h o s p i t a ]

in t h e  army t o  s u r p l u s ,  a n d  t h a t ' s  w h e r e  t h e y  g o t  t h e  whE

and t h e  a x l e .  S o  t h a t ' s  w h a t  we u s e d .

MR. ° L I N E R :  N o w ,  t h i s  p i c t u r e  marked 1 9 1 6  k i n d

looks l i k e  t h e  wagons t h a t  used t o  b e  down a t  R a i l w a y  E x i

MR. N I E D E R H U T:  O h ,  t h i s  i s - -
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MR. NIEDERHUT: - - t h i s  i s  a  h a y  wagon. I t ' s  a

s tockyard .

MR. ° L I N E R :  O k a y .

MR. NIEDERHUT: T h i s  i s  a  h a y  wagon down a t  t h e

stockyards.  T h e y  used t o  k e e p  t h e  hooks i n  h e r e ,  h o o k  t t

MR. ° L I N E R :  W e l l ,  s o  you a r e  s a y i n g  y o u r  f a m i l

okay - -  s o  you  b u i l t  t h e  h a y  wagons, y o u  b u i l t  - -  a n o t h e r

photograph you  showed u s - -

MR. NIEDERHUT: T h i s  i s  a n o t h e r  o n e  o v e r  h e r e .

MR. OLINER: - - i s  w h a t  you c a l l e d  a  dump wagon f

manure?

MR. NIEDERHUT: Y e a h .

MR. OLINER: A n y  o t h e r  k i n d  o f  wagons f o r  t h e

stockyards? T h e y  must  h a v e  been a  b i g  c u s t o m e r.

MR. NIEDERHUT: Y e a h ,  t h e y  was .  A n d e r s o n  - -  And

Harr ing ton  C o a l  Company f u r n i s h e d  a l l  t h e  h a y  t o  them.  9

used t o  g e t  t h e  h a y  f r o m  South  P a r k .  Y e a h ,  t h i s  used  t o

t h i s  i s  - -  t h i s  i s  where  t h e y  used t o  k e e p  t h e  h o r s e s  f o r

stock show.  T h e y  had a  b i g  d o o r  o v e r  h e r e  and y o u ' d  g o  j

And t h e y  had a l l  t h e s e  b i g  Percheon h o r s e s  w i t h  t h e  r o s e t

t h e i r  m a i n  and r o s e s  i n  t h e i r  t a i l .

Th is ,  w e  b u i l t  f o r  Ch icago  D a i r y  and w e  - -  t h e y

t h i s  p a i n t e d  o n  t h e r e ,  t h a t  cow.  A n d  t h e y  had t o  t a k e  i i

b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  s o m e b o d y ' s  p a t e n t .  s o m e  k i n d  o f  - -  M e s s I t



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

1

1

12

13

14

15

16

17

MR. ° L I N E R :  A n d  w e r e  you much i n t o  l i k e  s e m i t r a

l i k e  t h i s  W h i t e  L o a f  F l o u r ?

MR. NIEDERHUT: N o ,  w e  d i d n ' t  h a v e  t h e  room f o r

MR. ° L I N E R :  Y e a h .  S o  t h a t  was k i n d  o f  a g a i n - -

MR. NIEDERHUT: Y e s .

MR. ° L I N E R :  - - k i n d  o f  a  o n e - t i m e  t h i n g ?

MR. NIEDERHUT: Y e a h ,  y e a h .

MR. OLINER: U h - h u m .

MR. NIEDERHUT: D i d n ' t  h a v e  t h e  room f o r  s e m i s .

when t h e y  r u n  t h o s e  b i g  P e p s i - C o l a  j o b s  i n  t h e r e .  T h e  b j

- -  g r e a t  b i g  o n e s  why t h e i r  w h e e l s  would  s l i d e  o n  e a c h  s j

the d o o r  and  g e t t i n g  i t  i n  t h e r e  - -  i f  you d i d n ' t  g e t  i t

there  s t r a i g h t ,  y o u  d i d n ' t  g e t  i t  i n  t h e r e .

MR. ° L I N E R :  C a n  I  a s k  y o u  a b o u t  t h i s  i n t e r i o r  1

so t h a t  you c a n  i d e n t i f y  - -  I  t h i n k  t h i s  i s  p o s s i b l y  l i k (

b lacksmi th  shop o r - -

MR. NIEDtRHUT: Y e a h .  T h a t  was t h e  o l d  b lacksm:

18 s h o p .

19 M R .  ° L I N E R :  O k a y .  S o  t h i s  i s  l i k e  b e f o r e  t h e  i

20 t h e  c e n t u r y ?  T h i s  i n t e r i o r  p i c t u r e .

21 M R .  NIEDERHUT: T h i s  i s  1894?

22 M R .  ° L I N E R :  O k a y .

23 M R .  NIEDERHUT: W e  c l e a n e d  i t  u p .  W e  p u t  p l a s t c

24 - -  I  a u e s s  t h a t ' s  w h a t  vou c a l l  i t  - -  t h e y  u s e  i t  i n  t h e
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painted  i t  a l l  a luminum s o  i t  was c l e a n .  B o y ,  t h a t  s o o t

t h a t  s o o t  hung o n  t h e r e  t h a t  l o n g .  Y o u ' d  dropped someth i

the f l o o r  u p s t a i r s ,  a n d  i t  would come down l i k e  r a i n .  Y e

d i r t y  p l a c e .  T h a t ' s  b e f o r e  t h e  back  p a r t  was b u i l t  o n .

See, y o u  g o t  a  wagon t i r e  i n  t h e r e  now,  r e a d y  t c

on t h i s  w h e e l .  T h i s  i s  a  s l a c k  t u b .  I t ' s  where  you  r u n

wheel around t o  c o o l  i t  o f f  s o  t h e  t i r e  would s t a y  o n  t h e

T h a t ' s  my f a t h e r .  T h i s  i s  my u n c l e .

This was t h e  b e l l o w s .  U s e d  t o  h a v e  t o  work a  pc

blow t h e  a i r  t o  k e e p  t h e  f i r e  g o i n g .  W e  w e n t  u p  T i n c u p  E

found a  b e l l o w s  u p  t h e r e  i n  o n e  o f  them o l d  m i n e  b u i l d i n g

there  and b r o u g h t  i t  down and hooked i t  u p  s o  i t  would r t

e l e c t r i c i t y  s o  we d i d n ' t  h a v e  t o  pump i t  a n y  more .

I  d o n ' t  know whether  some o f  t h a t  s t u f f ' s  i n  t h e

or n o t .  H a d  a  b i g  t r i p  hammer h e r e .  B o o m ,  boom, boom, t

This v i s e  i s  s t i l l  t h e r e  I  b e t  y o u .  H a d  a  b i g  v i s e .  A n

Loaned t h e  a n v i l  ' t o  some o p e r a  once  s o  t h e y  c o u l d  pound c

dur ing t h e  p l a y .  Y e a h ,  t h e r e  i s  t h a t  o l d  p i c t u r e .  T h a t '

way i t  used t o  was .

MS. KROUT: T h e  o n e  s t o r y ?

MR. NIEDERHUT: U h - h u m .  S e e  when t h e y  b u i l t  t h z

they d i d n ' t  p u t  n o  f o o t i n g  o r  n o t h i n g  u n d e r  i t .  J u s t  t h e

s i t t i n g  o n  t h e  d i r t .

MR. ° L I N E R :  T e l l  u s  a  l i t t l e  b i t  a b o u t  t h e
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MR. NIEDERBUT: O h - -

MR. ° L I N E R :  Y o u  m e n t i o n e d  G o l d b e r g  B r o t h e r s  waz

t h e r e .  W h o  e l s e ?

MR. NIEDERBUT: W e l l ,  w h e n  I  f i r s t  s t a r t e d  t h e r E

t h e r e  was  a  h o u s e  n e x t  d o o r ,  t w o  h o u s e s .  A n d  O l d  L a d y  GE

( P h o n e t i c )  l i v e d  i n  o n e  o f  t h e m  w i t h  h e r  s i s t e r ,  a n d  t h e y

s c h o o l  t e a c h e r s .  A n d  t h e y  h a d  a n  a p p l e  t r e e  i n  t h e  y a r d .

k i d s  w o u l d  g e t  u p  i n  t h e  a p p l e  t r e e  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  A n d  s t

a lways u s e d  t o  c h a s e  u s  o u t  o f  t h e r e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  - -  s h e

we'd g e t  a  s t o m a c h a c h e  f r o m  e a t i n g  t h e  g r e e n  a p p l e s .  S o

s i s t e r  d i e d  a n d  e v e n t u a l l y  s h e  p a s s e d  o n .

So t h e y  t o r e  t h e  h o u s e s  d o w n .  G o l d b e r g  b o u g h t  t

p r o p e r t y .  A n d  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  t h e y  h a d  a  t e r r a c e .  A n

house,  t h e  u m b r e l l a  man l i v e d .  H e  made u m b r e l l a s .  A n d  t

had a  l i t t l e  s t o r e  n e x t  d o o r  t o  h i m ,  s o l d  b r a n c h  w a t e r ,  t

Be lg ium s t u f f ,  y o u  k n o w.  I  f o u n d  a  b o t t l e  w a s h e r  i n  my 1

o f  m i l k  I  b o u g h t  o n e  d a y .

And t h e n  n e x t  d o o r  t o  t h e m  O l d  Man S c h l o p p e  ( P h c

l i v e d  t h e r e .  H e  h a d  a  b e e r  j o i n t  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t .  L a i

t h a t  c l o s e d ,  a n d  t h i s  i s  d u r i n g  p r o h i b i t i o n  i t  was  c l o s e d

he w e n t  u p  o n  t h e  r o o f  t o  r e p a i r  s o m e t h i n g .  H e  f e l l  o f f

r o o f  a n d  b i t  h i s  t o n g u e  o f f .  A n d  t h e n  h e  d e v e l o p e d  pneuE

and t h e n  h e  d i e d .

And h e r e ' s  t h e  H u n m o b i l e .  W e  t o o k  t h e  f r o n t  ene
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here .  C o m e  t o  a  p o i n t .

MR. OWNER: U h - h u m .  W h e n  you  f i n i s h e d  t h a t ,  d i

take i t - -

MR. NIEDERBUT: D a v i s  A u t o t o p  p u t  t h e  t o p  o n .  1

out o f  b u s i n e s s  t o o .  T h e y  w e n t  o u t  o f  bus iness  l a s t  yea]:

MR. ° L I N E R :  O n  t h e  Hupmobi le ,  when you  f i n i s h e d

b u i l d i n g  t h a t ,  d i d  y o u  t a k e  i t  o u t  f o r  a  d r i v e ?

MR. N I E D E R H U T:  N o .

MR. OLINER: W a s  i t  des igned t o  g o  f a i r l y  f a s t ?

MR. NIEDERRUT: O h ,  y e a h .  I t  had  a  g r e a t  b i g  e i

e i g h t - c y l i n d e r  motor  i n  i t .  I  n e v e r  d i d  d r i v e  i t .  T h i s

when t h e y  had  h a r d  r u b b e r  t i r e s  o n  t h e  w h e e l s .  Y o u ' d  n e ;

a p u n c t u r e .  T h a t ' s  w h a t  you  c a l l  a  s t a k e  b o d y.  H e r e ' s  t

s i l l s  h e r e .  H e r e ' s  t h e  c r o s s b a r s .  Y o u  had  t o  b u i l d  i t  1

enough s o  t h a t  when t h e y ' d  h i t  a  bump, y o u  w o u l d n ' t  - -  t 1

wheel w o u l d n ' t  h i t  t h e  b o d y.

We a l s o  b u i l t  - -  we r e b u i l t  a  s t a k e  body f o r  t h e

Boulder Denver  Tr u c k  L i n e s .  R e m o d e l e d  i t .  I t  was a n  o l e

and t h e y  wanted i t  r e b u i l t .  S o  we - -  s o  t h e y  g o t  - -  we 1

t h a t  j u s t  b e f o r e  we  b u i l t  t h e  Deep Rock Tr u c k .  T h e r e  wae

Old F r a n k l i n  I  t h i n k  t h a t  bought  i t .  D i d n ' t  h a v e  n o  r a d :

on i t ,  a i r  c o o l e d .  A n d  o h ,  y e a h .  M e r c h a n t  B i s c u i t  Compi

We used t o  b u i l d  a  l o t  o f  t r u c k s  f o r  t h e m .

MR. ° L I N E R !  A n d  t h a t  b e c a m e  Bowman B i s c u i t .  c l i c
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MR. NIEDERHUT: Y e a h .  Y e a h ,  t h e r e  - -  o h  - -  T o i l

Supply Company. T h e y  s o l d  p i p e s  and j o h n s  and  s t u f f  l i k c

MR. OLINER: Y o u  know,  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  s t r e e t

you s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  b u i l d i n g  a  s h i p  on  t h e  s t r e e t .  P

what happened t o  t h e  s h i p ?  Y o u  d i d n ' t  e v e r  t e l l  u s .

MR. NIEDERHUT: O h ,  t h e y  d i s m a n t l e d  t h a t  a g a i n .

MR. O L I N E R :  O k a y .

MR. NIEDERHUT: T h e y  j u s t  b u i l t  i t  t o  s e e  how i t

looked.  Y e a h ,  t h e y  d i s m a n t l e d  t h a t .

MR. ° L I N E R :  R i g h t  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  Walnut?

MR. NIEDERBUT: Y e a h .  A n d  h e r e  - -  t h i s  was a  bc

a f r u i t  and v e g e t a b l e  g u y.  J o e  VanDania  ( P h o n e t i c ) .  E D

Company had  a  y a r d  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  f r o m  u s .

MS. KROUT: I s  t h a t  s t i l l  t h e r e ?

MR. NIEDERHUT: O h ,  n o .  T h e y  f i n a l l y  b u i l t  a  bL

on i t .  H e r e  i t  i s  h e r e .  T h e y  b u i l t  one  - -  one  b u i l d i n g

another b u i l d i n g .  S t i l l  t h e r e .  B u t  i t  a i n ' t  E l k  C o a l  Cc

any more .  H e r e ' s  t h e  pop j o b s  w e  used t o  b u i l d .  T h e y ' r c

s t e e l .  I  d o n ' t  know how we d i d  i t  w i t h  t h e  equipment  we

Chinese methods.

MR. OLINER: L e t  me g e t  b a c k - -

MR. NIEDERHUT: O k a y .

.MR. ° L I N E R :  L e t  me g o  back  t o  j u s t  o n e  f i n a l  o r

t h a t ' s  t h e  Denver  Bread  Company. T h i s  i s  P r o b a b l y  my f a l
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be fore  I ' m  amazed t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  u s i n g  h o r s e  d e l i v e r i e s  i

1929?

MR. NIEDERHUT: Y e a h ,  w e  had a  - -  t h e y  had p u t  t

- -  t h e s e  t h r e e  c r o s s b a r s  h e r e ,  a n d  t h a t ' s  g o t  a  f i f t h  whe

i t .  I t ' s  a  round t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  A n d  t h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r

f i t  t h e  t o p  o f  i t  s o  t h a t  when you  t u r n ,  i t  s l i d e s  o n  t h e

l i k e  a  f i f t h  w h e e l .  S o  t h e  wagons a l l  had  f i v e  w h e e l s .

is  t h e  way we used t o  b u i l t  s t a n d - d r i v e  t r u c k s .  W e ' d  c u t

down l i k e  t h a t  i n s t e a d  o f  a c r o s s  h e r e .

MR. ° L I N E R :  A s  y o u  s a y,  t h e y  c a n  s t e p  r i g h t  i n

MR. N I E D E R H U T:  Y e a h .

MR. M I N E R :  W h a t  was t h e  i n s i d e  l i k e  o n  l i k e  t l

Denver Bread  t r u c k  t h e n ?  J u s t  s h e l v e s  f o r  t h e  b r e a d  and

p a s t r i e s ?

MR. NIEDERHUT: Y e a h .  H e r e  and b a c k  h e r e .  C i t l

D a i r y,  when t h e y  d e l i v e r e d  m i l k ,  w h y,  t h e  r e i g n s  r u n  t h r c

here,  a n d  t h e y  n e v e r  d i d  g u i d e  t h e  h o r s e s .  T h e  h o r s e s  wc

come u p  t o  y o u r  house  and s t o p ,  a f t e r  a  guy  r u n  i n  h e r e  z

d e l i v e r  t h e  m i l k  a n d  b a c k  o u t ,  a n d  t h e  h o r s e s  would  t a k e

and j u s t  t r a i n e d .  T h e y  knew where  t o  s t o p  and n e v e r  had

anything w i t h  t h e m .

MR. ° L I N E R :  H o w  many o f  t h o s e  d o  y o u  t h i n k  N iee

b u i l t  f o r - -

MR. N T E D E R H U T !  W e  b u i l t  1 0  f o r  C i t y  P a r k  D a i r y -
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MR. NIEDERHUT: - - d u r i n g  t h e  w a r .  A n d  I  d o n ' t  k

how many o f  t h e s e  we b u i l t .

MR. ° L I N E R :  W a s  t h a t  l i k e  1 0  a l l  a t  once?

MR. NIEDERHUT: Y e a h .  O n e  o r d e r .  I  t h i n k  some

p i c t u r e s  i s  h e r e ,  p a r t s  o f  them.

MR. OLINER: C a n  y o u  k i n d  o f  t e l l  u s  a b o u t  t h e  r

book?

MR. NIEDERHUT: T h i s  i s  - -  t h i s  i s  a  d a i r y  - -  dE

truck h e r e .  T h e s e  i s  t h e  round c o r n e r s  I  was  t e l l i n g  yoL

about.  T h e s e  round  - -  t h i s  i s  round  t o o .

MR. OLINER: W h o s e  drawing  i s  t h a t  i n  t h e  p a t t e r

book? I s  i t  a l l  o n e  person?

MR. NIEDERHUT: Y e a h .  M y  b r o t h e r .

MR. OLINER: O k a y .

MR. NIEDERBUT: W e  had a  l o t  o f  p l a n s ,  r e a l  gooe

drawings,  b u t  t h e y  a l l  b u r n t  u p .

MR. O L I N t R :  U h - h u m .

MR. NIEDERHUT: S e e ,  y o u  had  t o  h a v e  a l l  t h e s e  E

- -  wooden s t r i p s  i n s i d e ,  a n d  t h e n  o n e  a c r o s s  h e r e  s o  you

n a i l  t h i s  s h e e t  i r o n  o n .  T h i s  i s  a  s t a k e  b o d y.  C r u d e .

Oh, t h i s  i s  a  - -  t h i s  i s  l i k e  t h o s e  c o n s t r u c t o r s  b o d i e s  ]

the p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  g o t ,  k e e p  a l l  t h e i r  t o o l s  and s t u f f  i x

t h e r e .  B u i l t  a  c o u p l e  o f  them t o o .

This i s  t h e  - -  t h i s  i s  t h e  P e p s i - C o l a  - -  n o  - -  I
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motors. T h e y  had t o  p u t  a n  a e r a t o r  o n  i t  s o  i t  would f i l

the a i r  w i t h  t h e  w a t e r .  T h a t ' s  t h e  way we had i t  i n s u l a t

Here 's  t h e  p i p e s .  G o o d  l o o k i n g  p i p e s ?

Oh, I  d o n ' t  t h i n k  w e  e v e r  b u i l t  t h e  - -  y e a h  - -

b u i l t  one  S c h l i t z  t r u c k .  T h e s e  a r e  a l l  s t a k e s  h e r e .  N e v

b u i l d  a n y t h i n g  f o r  C o o r s .  N e v e r  b u i l t  a  s tagecoach .  T h e

wanted u s  t o  o n c e ,  w e  n e v e r  d i d .

MR. OLINER: W h o  wanted y o u  t o  b u i l d  a  s tagecoac

MR. NIEDERHUT: I  d o n ' t  remember who i t  was .

My w i f e  had  t o  g o  t o  t h e  d o c t o r .  T h a t ' s  why she

here.

MR. OLINER: U h - h u m .

MR. NIEDERHUT: S h e ' s  p u t  t o g e t h e r  wrong .  H e r e '

h e r e ' s  t h e  way we made t h e  - -  made a l l  t h e s e  i r o n  f r a m e s ,

then we screwed wood t o  them.  T h a t  was e a s i e r  t h a n  do inq

the woodwork. I  n e v e r  d i d  l i k e  i r o n  w o r k .

MS. KROUT: T h e r e ' s  a  p i c t u r e  i n  h e r e - -

MR. ° L I N E R :  W h a t  would y o u  s a y  was t h e  a v e r a g e -

MR. NIEDERBUT: Y e a h ,  h e r e ' s  t h e  wagon. T h i s

wagons.

MR. ° L I N E R :  W h i c h  wagon was t h a t ?

MR. NIEDEREUT: O h ,  e i t h e r  t h e  C i t y  P a r k  o r  Dens

Bread I  t h i n k  i t  was .

MR. O L I N E R :  O k a y .
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P e p s i - C o l a .  T h i s  i s  t h e  b a c k  end  o f  t h e  wagon. T h i s  i s

f i f t h  w h e e l .

MR. ° L I N E R :  U h - h u m .

MR. NIEDERHUT: T h e  s t o c k y a r d s  h a y  wagon. T h e s E

hounds. T h i s  i s  t h e  a x l e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  s t u b .

Maybe t h i s  i s  i t .

MS. KROUT: N o .  I t  was a  p i c t u r e  o f  y o u  i n s i d e

ins ide  t h e  shop  a s  a  k i d  a s  a  c h i l d .  I t  m i g h t  b e  i n  t h a t

MR. ° L I N E R :  S o m e  o f  t h e s e  a r e - -

MS. KROUT: Y e a h .  I  d o n ' t  s e e  t h e m .

MR. NIEDERHUT: O h ,  I  was 3  y e a r s  o l d  when t h e y

t h a t  p i c t u r e .

MS. KROUT: Y e a h ?

MR. NIEDERHUT: T h i s  i s  t h e  g a t e ,  t h e  s t a k e  bod i

These w e r e  2 - i n c h  o a k  s t a k e s .  A n d  t h e s e  were  a l l  o a k  p a r

T h a t ' s  a l l  we  used was o a k .

MR. OLINER: W h y  was i t  j u s t  oak? B e c a u s e  s t u r

more s t u r d y ?

MR. NIEDERRUT: O a k  i s  h a r d .

MR. ° L I N E R :  Y e a h .

MR. NIEDERHUT: N e x t  t o  h i c k o r y .  H e r e ' s  t h e  f i E

tank .  A l l  t h e  s t u f f  y o u ' d  n e e d .

MR. ° L I N E R :  N o w  y o u ' v e  reached  a  p o i n t  i n  t h e  1

where you c a n  s e e  where  t h e  f i r e  w a s  r e a c h i n g  t h e  p a g e s .
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MR. ° L I N E R :  O h ,  b o y .  A r e  we g l a d  i t  s u r v i v e d .

MR. NIEDERHUT: I f  i t  w a s n ' t  f o r  t h a t  P e p s i - C o l e

h e r e ' s  a  r a c k  j o b s .

MS. KROUT: F o r  P e p s i ?

MR. NIEDERHUT: F o r  D u f f y ' s .  T h e s e  w e r e  I m p a l a

Yeah, t h i s  i s  P e p s i ,  i s n ' t  i t ?  T h e s e  w e r e  t h e  r a c k s .  S i

the c a s e s  i n t o  h e r e ,  t h r e e  l a y e r s .  Y e a h ,  h e r e ' s  t h e  - -

the c o r n e r s  t h a t  we  made.  T h e y ' r e  round l i k e  t h i s .

MR. OLINER: U h - h u m .

MR. NIEDERHUT: A n d  h a v e  t o  bend t h e m  l i k e  t h i s .

Here 's  a l l  y o u  needed f o r  t h e  t r u c k .  G e t  a l l  t h i s  o u t ,  I

could make a  t r u c k .  T h i s  was a  - -  o n  t h e  i n s i d e  o f  i t .

the d o o r s  o n  h e r e .

MS. KROUT: U h - h u m .

MR. NIEDERHUT: T h i s  i s  k i n d  o f  a  b r a c e .  I  wone

what become o f  O l d  L e n a r d  B e a c h .  A t  t h e  Beach ( P h o n e t i c )

Company. F a i r m o n t  ( P h o n e t i c )  b o u g h t  i t .  D e e p  Rock Wa t e l

used t o  b u i l d  a  l o t  o f  t h o s e  f o r  h i m  t o o ,  j u s t  l i t t l e  p i c

You d o n ' t  h a v e  many more .  H e r e ' s  a l l  o f  P e p s i  s t u f f .  I

t h a t ' s  a l l  t h e r e  w a s .  T h a t ' s  a  scrapbook .

MR. OLINER: U h - h u m .  A l l  r i g h t .

MS. KROUT: H e r e ' s  t h e  p i c t u r e  I  was t r y i n g  t o  J

MR. NIEDERHUT: Y e a h ,  3  y e a r s  o l d .  I  t h i n k  i t ' s

5 y e a r s  o l d .
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f a t h e r  a  l o t ?

MR. NIEDERHUT: O h ,  y e a h .  Y e a h ,  I  w a s  5  y e a r s  c

1915. T h a t  w a s  a  l o n g  t i m e  a g o .

MR. OL INER:  W e l l ,  c a n  we  t h a n k  y o u  v e r y  much f c

s h a r i n g  y o u r  m e m o r i e s .  A n d  c a n  w e  a l s o  h a v e  y o u r  p e r m i s s

p l a y  t h i s  t a p e  r e c o r d i n g  f o r  a n y  r e s e a r c h e r s  a t  t h e  C o l o r

H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  who  m i g h t  w a n t  t o  r e s e a r c h  t h e  h i s t o r y

you r  f a m i l y ?

MR. NIEDERHUT: S u r e .  I  d o n ' t  c a r e .  M y  d a d  - -

i t  o f f  - -  my d a d  a n d  m y  - -  w e l l ,  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  m y  u n c l e  g

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  T i n c u p .  S o  t h e n  my d a d  a n d  m y  u n c l e  w e n t

t o g e t h e r  a n d  t h e y  b u i l t  a  s t o r e  u p  t h e r e ,  a  m e r c a n t i l e  s t

And t h e y  g r u b s t a k e d  t h e  m i n e r s  u p  t h e r e .  A n d  t h e y  u s e d  t

my d a d  u s e d  t o  g o  u p  t h e r e  i n  t h e  s u m m e r t i m e .

He'd  t a k e  a  t e a m  o f  h o r s e s .  I t  t o o k  h i m  t w o  we

g e t  u p  t h e r e .  T h e y  h a d  - -  t h e y ' d  g o  u p  t o  Buena  V i s t a  a r

Cot tonwood P a s s  - . -  n o t  o v e r  c o t t o n w o o d  - -  t h e y ' d  come dou

Texas C r e e k .  T h e y  come down  Te x a s  C r e e k  a n d  a l w a y s  t o o k

two weeks  t o  g e t  u p  t h e r e  w i t h  t h e  wagon .

So anyway  my u n c l e  s p e n t  m o r e  t i m e  u p  t h e r e  t h a r

d i d  h e r e .  S o  my d a d  j u s t  l e t  h i m  h a v e  t h e  s t o r e ,  a n d  h e

the  s h o p .  A n d  f o r  a  w h i l e  my d a d  h a d  a  s t a g e  l i n e  t h a t  x

f rom T i n c u p  t o  N a t c h  ( P h o n e t i c )  R o a d  o v e r  u p  t h r o u g h  T i m

Pass.  A n d  o n e  d a y  t h e y  come b a c k  a n d  t h e  h o r s e s  a o t  t a n c
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When t h e y  h a d  a  l o t  o f  r a i n  o r  s n o w,  t h e  l a k e  wc

over  t h e  r o a d .  S o  t h i s  t i m e  t h e  l a k e  was  o v e r  t h e  r o a d ,

horses  g o t  t a n g l e d  u p  i n  t h e  h a r n e s s .  A n d  o n e  o f  t h e  h o z

drown b e f o r e  t h e y  c o u l d  c u t  t h e  h a r n e s s e s .

And a n y w a y,  t h e y  h a d  a  l o t  o f  s a l o o n s  i n  t h e  t o

t h e n .  A n d  F r e n c h  L a t e r e t  ( P h o n e t i c ) ,  h e  was  o n e  g u y  t h a t

s a l o o n  u p  t h e r e .  A n d  t h e  p l a c e  c a u g h t  f i r e  a n d  i t  was  nE

the  s t o r e  s o  t h e  s t o r e  b u r n e d  d o w n .  S o  t h a t  t o o k  c a r e  o f

- -  t h e  s t o r e .

They u s e d  t o  h a v e  a  s c h o o l  u p  t h e r e ,  s c h o o l h o u s e

t h e y  h a d  a  h o t e l .  A n d  when  I  u s e d  t o  g o  u p  t h e r e ,  t h e y  E

had a l l  t h a t  s t u f f  t h e r e .  B u t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e y  a i n ' t  n o t

t h e r e  n o w.  O l d  Man C o r r i g a n  ( P h o n e t i c ) .  H e ' s  a  Te x a n .

come u p  t h e r e ,  a n d  h e  h a d  t h e  h o t e l  t o r e  down .  H e  b o u g h t

s c h o o l  a n d  t o r e  t h a t  d o w n .

So a n y w a y,  m y  d a d  - -  my u n c l e  i n  t h e  mean t i m e  I

g o t t e n  a n o t h e r  p a r t n e r  a n d  h e  q u i t  h i m  t o o ,  a n d  s o  h e  hae

house u p  t h e r e ,  a  c a b i n .  A n d  my  d a d  b o u g h t  t h e  c a b i n  o f f

him f o r  $ 1 5 0 .  I t  was  t h r e e  l o t s  a n d  - -  f o r  $ 1 5 0 .  I t  hae

l o t s  a n d  a  c a b i n  o n  i t .  A n d  i t  h a d  a l l  t h e  b e d d i n g ,  a l l

beds ,  a l l  t h e  f u r n i t u r e ,  a l l  t h e  f i s h i n g  p o l e s ,  a l l  t h e  1

e v e r y t h i n g  i n  i t  f o r  1 5 0  b u c k s .  T h e  g u y  g e t s  b u l l  (Phone

down.

A n d  t h e n  l a t e r  - -  w e l l .  h e r e ' s  t h A t  h n n k  n f  T i n e
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Anyway, w h e n  I  u s e d  t o  g o  u p  t h e r e ,  w h y ,  Yo u l i s h a r e  ( P h o r

he h a d  a  c a b i n  u p  o n  F o r e s t  H i l l .  H e  made b o o z e ,  a n d  h e

t r u n k  down t h e r e  b y  t h e  m a i l b o x .  A n d  h e  h a d  a  l o o k o u t  t c

on t h e  m o u n t a i n  s o  h e  c o u l d  l o o k  down  s e e  t h e  r o a d .

And a  g u y  w o u l d  h a n g  a  f l a g  o u t  t h e r e ,  a  r a g  o r

some th ing ,  t h e n  h e ' d  k n o w  somebody w a n t e d  s o m e t h i n g .  S o

t a k e  a  g a l l o n  o f  b o o z e  down t h e r e  a n d  p u t  i t  i n  t h e  t r u n k

the  g u y  w o u l d  p i c k  i t  u p .  T h e n  o n e  d a y  t h e  O l d  F e d s  g o t

o f  h i m  and  t h r e w  h i m  i n  j a i l .  I  d o n ' t  know  w h a t e v e r  b e c c

him. A n d  H a n k  B r i g h t  ( P h o n e t i c ) ,  h e  h a d  a  r a n c h  t h e r e .

would b e  u n d e r  Ta y l o r  L a k e  n o w.

MR. M I N E R :  U h - h u m .

MR. NIEDERHUT: W e  u s e d  t o  s t a y  w i t h  h i m .  A n d  I

a t e a m  o f  h o r s e s  a n d  h e  h a d  a  h a y  f i e l d .  W e  u s e d  t o  c u t

hay.  I  u s e d  t o  h e l p  c u t  t h e  h a y .  W e  u s e d  t o  f i s h  a l o n g

Ta y l o r  R i v e r  t h e r e .  I t ' s  a l l  u n d e r  t h e  l a k e  n o w.

And O l d  E r i c  N o r l o w  ( P h o n e t i c ) ,  h e ' s  a n  o l d  Swee

t h e r e .  H e  u s e d  t o  b u i l d  a l l  t h e  c a b i n s  u p  t h e r e .  H e  - -

these  - -  t h e s e  c o r n e r s ,  y o u  k n o w,  t h e  way  t h e y  c u t  t h e m ,

j u s t  l i k e  a  g l o v e .  H e  u s e d  t o  d o  a l l  t h a t  w i t h  a n  a x e  a r

saw. H e  was  a  g r e a t  c a b i n  b u i l d e r .

Bu t  my u n c l e ,  h e  d i e d .  H e  f i n a l l y  w e n t  a n d  bouc

ranch  u p  a t  G u n n i s o n  R i v e r .  O h ,  t h a t ' s  a b o u t  a l l  o f  T i n (

Mv nephew.  h e  b u i l t  a  c a b i n  o n  t h e  e x t r a  1 0 t  t h e r e  n o w.
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unc le .  B e t w e e n  y o u r  u n c l e  and y o u r  f a t h e r ,  d i d  t h e y  s p l i

d u t i e s  t h e r e  a t  t h e  shop?

MR. N I E D E R H U T:  Y e a h .

MR. OLINER: W h o  d i d  what?

MR. NIEDERHUT: W e l l ,  my  dad worked i n  t h e  o f f i c

guess. M y  u n c l e  worked o u t  i n  t h e  s h o p .  A n y w a y ,  t h i s  bc

kind o f  b e a t  u p ,  e v e r y b o d y  had i t .  A n d  i t  f i n a l l y  d i s a p r

and I  h a d  a  h a r d  t i m e  g e t t i n g  i t  b a c k .  T h i s  o l d  c a b i n  1 4

Dorchester  - -  i t ' s  u p  t h e  head o f  Ta y l o r  R i v e r  - -  t h e y  UE

be used a s  a  s a l o o n .

This  i s  my f a t h e r .  I  d o n ' t  know where  t h e y  g o t

Stevens f r o m .  T h e y  g o t  t h i s  book a l l  f o u l e d  u p .  I  used

have t h e  h o t e l  r e g i s t e r  and  Monty  ( P h o n e t i c )  g o t  i t .  I  d

know where  t h a t  i s .

Here 's  - -  h e r e ' s  o u r  c a b i n ,  r i g h t  h e r e .  B i g  twc

d e a l .  T h e r e  was a  h o t e l .  A n d  t h e r e  i s  t h e  town h a l l .  9

s t i l l  t h e r e .  T h i s  i s  my u n c l e ' s  s t o r e .  A  l o t  o f  i t ' s  gc

Never b e  t h e  same.

MR. OLINER: W a s  t h e  r a i l r o a d  s t i l l  r u n n i n g  wher

MR. NIEDERBUT: H e r e ' s  my f a t h e r .  T h a t ' s  t h e  viz

used t o  come u p  w i t h .  A n d  t h e r e ' s  my u n c l e ' s  s t o r e  t h e  9

M e r c a n t i l e  Company, M e r c h a n d i s e  Company.

MR. OLINER: W a s  t h e  r a i l r o a d  s t i l l  r u n n i n g  wher

A t a r t P d  o n i n o  t o  T i n n u n ?
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Went o v e r  A l m o n t  Pass a n d  t h e n  i n t o  A l m o n t .  H e r e ' s  t h e  t

h a l l .  T h e y  j u s t  r e s h i n g l e d  t h e  r o o f  a  c o u p l e  y e a r s  a g o .

got  i t  a l l  f i x e d  u p .  U s  k i d s  used  t o  g e t  u p  i n  t h e  t o w e r

r ing  t h e  b e l l  a t  2 : 0 0  o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  morn ing .  O h ,  w e  was

o r n e r y.

The O l d  B r e a k l a r n  ( P h o n e t i c )  b o u g h t  t h e  h o t e l  uu

t h e r e .  H e ' d  a l w a y s  g e t  d runk  a n d  h e ' d  r u n  h i s  c a r  i n  t h s

l i v e r y  s t a b l e ,  t h a t ' s  where  h e  used t o  p a r k  i t .  H e r e ' s

Youleshare ( P h o n e t i c ) .  I  s t a y e d  w i t h  h i m  a  c o u p l e  d a y s  u

F o r e s t  H i l l .

Anyway, h e  used t o  p a r k  i t  i n  t h i s  l i v e r y  s t a b l e

one d a y  a l l  u s  k i d s  g o t  - -  g o t  h i s  c a r  and  pushed i t  o u t

pushed i t  t o  t h e  back  o f  t h e  l i v e r y  s t a b l e  and p u t  t h i s  si

where h e  p a r k s  h i s  c a r .  S o  h e  g o t  d runk  o n e  d a y  and went

there  t o  g e t  h i s  c a r ,  a n d  t h e  wagon was t h e r e  i n s t e a d  o f

c a r .

So h e  g o t  mad a n d  s tormed u p  - -  back  t o  t h e  hote

r a i s i n g  h e c k ,  y o u  know,  a n d  w h i l e  h e  was gone  we changed

again .  S o  when h e  come down t h e r e  t o  g e t  h i s  c a r ,  w h y,  i

people t o l d  h i m  h e  was d r u n k .

MR. ° L I N E R :  I s  t h a t  a n  o r i g i n a l  T i n c u p  newspape

is  t h a t  - -  t h a t ' s  t h e  r e p r i n t  t h a t  D r .  Mumey d i d ?

MR. NIEDERRUT: I  d o n ' t  know.  I  t h i n k  t h a t  mig l

the o r i a i n a l .
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y e a r s .

MR. O L I N E R :  Y e a h .  S u r e  y e l l o w e d .

MR. ° L I N E R :  U h - h u m .

MR. ° L I N E R :  S u r e .

y e a r ,  f i s h i n g .  B u t  t o o  m o d e r n i z e d  n o w .

MR. ° L I N E R :  Y e a h .

motor  c y c l e s  a n d  e v e r y t h i n g .

MR. O L I N E R :  S u r e .

MR. N I E D E R H U T:  F i s h i n g  a i n ' t  a s  g o o d  a s  i t  u s e (

l u c k y  t o  g e t  o n e  n o w .

MR. N I E D E R H U T:  H e r e ' s  t h e  w a y  t h e  t o w n  w a s  l a i d

MR. N I E D E R H U T:  I  h a v e n ' t  b e e n  u p  t h e r e  f o r  a  f E

MR. N I E D E R H U T:  I  u s e d  t o  g o  u p  t h e r e  e v e r y  - -  E

MR. N I E D E R H U T:  I c e  c r e a m  p a r l o r s  a n d  b e e r  j o i n t

e i t h e r .  U s e d  t o  g o  o u t  a n d  g e t  6 5  f i s h  i n  a  d a y ,  a n d  yot :

MR. ° L I N E R :  W e l l ,  a g a i n ,  o u r  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  s h a r

a l l  o f  t h e s e  m e m o r i e s .

MR. N I E D E R H U T:  O k a y .

MR. ° L I N E R :  W h e n  w a s  y o u r  f a t h e r  o n  t h e  v o l u n t

f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t  a g a i n ?  R i g h t  a f t e r  h e  c a m e  t o  D e n v e r ,  o l

MR. N I E D E R H U T:  I  d o n ' t  r e m e m b e r  w h e n  i t  w a s .  1

t h e  f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t ' s  g o t  t h a t  s t u f f  i n  t h e  museum.

MR. ° L I N E R :  W h a t ?  H i s  b a d g e  i t  l o o k s  l i k e .  A i
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MR.

OLINER: U h - h u m .

NIEDERHUT: T h a t ' s  a l l .  T h i s  - -  r e a d  t h a t .

OLINER: O h ,  y e a h .  I  h a v e  s e e n  t h a t ,  y e a h .

4 MR. NIEDERHUT: I  i n q u i r e d  a b o u t  t h a t  s t u f f .

5 MR. ° L I N E R :  C a p i t a l - -

6 MR. NIEDERHUT: T h a t  monument  p l a c e  t h a t  I  showE

7 MR. ° L I N E R :  U h - h u m .

8 MR. NIEDERHUT: T h a t  h e  m a d e  t h a t .  T h a t ' s  d o w n

9 r i v e r - -

10 (End o f  T a p e . )
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